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Expendable for God 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


ET me but be expendable for God, 
Not longing for the tumult and 


the strife. 
Strong winds obey His will—se does the 
clod 
That lies inert and holds the germ 
of life. 
This simple clod, mere dust beneath the 
feet, ° 
Another spring will quicken into 
flower. 
With like obedience my heart would 
meet 
The quiet challenge of this lonely 
hour. 
Let me but rest within my Father’s 
will— 
No doubt, no questioning, no vain 
desire. 


He understands it all, come good or ill. 
This life has been invested: I aspire 
To nought beyond the present’s narrow 
rim— 
Only to be expendable for Him. 


ls Anger Permissible? 


Rare are the occasions when a 
Christian can be angry without sinning. 
Anger and wrath in the believer are 
not shown in a good light in Scripture. 
Anger is defined in the dictionary as 
“a sudden, brief, violent. displeasure”; 
and wrath “is anger on a large scale, 


_ righteous; 


especially when felt by those in a supe- 
rior position.” Whenever these emo- 
tions are felt by God, they are of course 
but He warns His people 
against them. For example: “Cease 
from anger, and forsake wrath: fret 
not thyself in any wise to do evil” (Psa. 
37:8). “Dearly beloved, avenge not 
yourselves, but rather give place unto 
wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is 
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” 
(Rom. 12:19). “For I fear lest, when 
I come, I shall not find you such as I 
would, and that I shall be found unto 
you such as ye would not: lest there be 
debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, back- 
bitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults” 
(2 Cor. 12:20). Too often these eight 
ugly things are allowed to arise among 
Christians. Among the seventeen works 
of the flesh are these: “Idolatry, witch- 
craft, hatred, ‘variance, emulations, 
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies’”—not 
pleasant company (Gal. 5:20). “Be ye 
angry, and sin not: let not the sun go 
down upon your wrath: neither give 
place to the devil” (Eph. 4:26, 27). 
What wisdom and restraining grace 
it requires to obey these words liter- 
ally! “Let all bitterness, and wrath, 
and anger, and clamour, and evil speak- 
ing, be put away from you, with all 
malice” (Eph. 4:31). “But now ye also 
put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, 
blasphemy, filthy communication out of 


your mouth” (Col. 3:8). Again, bad 
company! Finally, since we are begot- 
: * 


ten of God and are “a kind of firstfruits 
of his creatures, .. . wherefore, my be- 
loved brethren, let every man be swift 
to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 
for the wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God” (Jas. 1:18-20). 
There are times, as in the discovery of 
flagrant wickedness, such as brutality 
toward women and children and the 
theft of funds given for charity, when 
anger and wrath are right. But even 
then it must be restrained and, if nec- 
essary, take action only through the 
regular channels of the law. Too often 
and too easily do Christians give way 
to anger, over letters, or spoken words, 
or the actions of others which may have 
nothing to do with themselves. One of 
the writer’s friends used to say, when 
something troublesome happened, “What 
does it matter in the light of eternity?” 
This will pour oil on troubled waters. 
Indignation is far from rare, but right- 
eous indignation is scarce. Too often it 
is purely fleshly emotion, fanned into 
flame by pride and hurt feelings. Every- 
one is more or less sensitive (though 
some think they are not) and is there- 
fore liable to anger. Only the indwell- 
ing Spirit of God can control our feel- 
ings and keep the powder damp, as it 
were, and prevent explosions. If we 
walk in the Spirit we shall not fulfill 
the lust of the flesh (Gal. 5:16). It is 
only the mind continually stayed on 
God that is kept in perfect peace (Isa. 
26:3). 


V. Calvary in Hebrew Ritual 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


transported from this twentieth 
century of the Christian Era and 
from our Christian worship back to 
pre-Christian times in ancient Israel 
and could watch the ancient temple 


T' YOU and I could suddenly be 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Put onthe whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil” 











(Eph. 6:11). 








rituals, we might be shocked, even re- 
volted at first sight, by the constant 
shedding of blood required by Old Tes- 
tament- worship. We should find our- 
selves confronted with a vast system" 
of blood symbols. Watching proceed- 
ings at the brazen altar, we should see 
a crimson stream constantly flowing. 
We should find blood put on the altar 
of incense. As we inquired into it we 
should learn that all this found a cli- 
max on the annual Day of Atonement 
when the high priest entered the awful 
holy of holies with the blood of sprin- 
kling. This slaying of victims and of- 
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fering of blood for the acceptance of the 
worshiper might well offend our sensi- 
bilities till we remember this was a 
way of worship God Himself had com- 
manded and that before us was a dem- 
onstration of a central lesson of the Old 
Testament. The Epistle to the Hebrews 
surveys that venerable ritual and de- 
clares, “And almost all things are by 
the law purged with blood; and without 
shedding of blood is no _ remission” 
(Heb. 9:22). This gathers the signifi- 
cance of that sacrificial ritual into a 
few words. It was all to teach men 
that forgiveness of sins requires shed- 
ding of blood. 

Behind those Old Testament sacrifices 
lay two ideas. First, they represented 
what the Law demanded of the sinner 
—death. Why was the shedding of 
blood the leading feature of Old Testa- 
ment worship? Because every wor- 
shiper was a sinner and his pardon and 
acceptance by God must not be at the 
expense of law and right. A pardon 
that disregarded the demand of God’s 
Law against the sinner would be a 
license to wrongdoing. 


Before the Fall the first human pair 
were forbidden the fruit of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil; and the 
penalty announced was this: “In the 
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die” (Gen. 2:17). Paul, looking 
back to Genesis wrote, “By one man 
sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin” (Rom. 5:12). Through Ezekiel 
God said, “The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die” (Ezek. 18:4). The divine Law, 
then,, demands the death of the sinner 
for his sin. How then shall the Law be 
honored and yet man be spared and 
pardoned? God’s answer is, By the 
blood of a substitute. This is His word 
on the matter: “The life of the flesh 
is in the blood: and I have given it to 
you upon the altar to make an atone- 
ment for your souls: for it is the blood 
that maketh an atonement for the soul” 
(Lev. 17:11). 


Divine Law required the life of the sin- 
ner for his sin. But in the Hebrew sac- 
rifices, the blood, representing the life, 
was offered instead of the sinner’s life. 
It was accepted as an atonement for the 
soul. Each atoning ‘sacrifice, therefore, 
represented what the Law demanded 
of a sinner, that is, his death. 

But another idea lay behind those 
sacrifices, an idea that came to light 
,with the coming of Christ,"His offering 
of Himself, and the establishing of the 
Christian order. Those ancient sacri- 
fices not only represented what the Law 
demanded of sinners, they anticipated 
the fulfillment of that demand by 
Christ. The same writer who wrote, 


“Without shedding of blood is no re- 
mission,” also says in the next chapter, 
“It is not possible that the blood of 
bulls and of goats should take away 
sins” (Heb. 10:4). 


Then he goes on to 
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speak of Christ’s coming and offering 
of Himself, “one sacrifice for sins for 
ever” (Heb. 10:12). That is why those 
ancient sacrifices were abolished, why 
we have nothing like the old Temple 
ritual in Christian worship. That ritual 
could only anticipate in symbol and 
type, not actually accomplish, what 
Christ accomplished. Indeed, those Old 
Testament worshipers were not forgiven 
because of the blood of the slain ani- 
mal, but rather because of the sacrifice 
thus foreshadowed, the offering of the 
spotless Son of God to be made at Cal- 
vary. Old Testament and New Testa- 
ment believers both find pardon and 
acceptance with God through the sac- 
rifice of Christ, the Lamb of God’s pro- 
viding. They, in those Temple sacri- 
fices, looked forward by faith to Christ; 
where we, by faith, look back to Him 
who is alike their sin-bearer and ours. 

All this holds a twofold message for 
every generation. Hefe we see that 
man’s basic need is pardon and cleans- 
ing. The prominence of the blood of 
sacrifice both in Hebrew and pagan 
worship declares man’s felt need for 
forgiveness and for cleansing from sin. 
Conscience tells man he is a sinner, un- 
fit for the presence and the favor of 
God. And the altars men build and the 
offerings they make, their penances and 
their pilgrimages all speak of man’s 
accusing conscience, of his quest for 
assured forgiveness, his felt need of 
being made right with God. And this 
fundamental human need for pardon 
and purifying is your basic need and 
mine. - 

At Calvary, however, God has met 
that need in the sacrifice of His Son. 
That is the second part of the message 
we are pondering, the message of the 
prominence of blood sacrifice in the 
Old Testament. 

Not all the blood of beasts 

On Jewish altars slain, 


Could give the guilty conscience peace, 
Or wash away its stain. 


But Christ, the heavenly Lamb, 
Takes all our guilt away; 
A sacrifice of nobler name 
And richer blood than they. 
—Isaac Watts. 
“Without shedding of blood”—Christ’s 
blood—“is no remission.” There is no 
pardon apart from Him. Our good 
works, religious observances, or self- 
reform cannot secure the pardon of a 
sinful past. Old debts are not satisfied 
by contracting no new ones, and past 
sins are not blotted out by turning over 
a new leaf. 
Not the labors of my hands 
Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 
—A. M. Toplady. 
J. Pierpont Morgan included in his 
will this plea: “I entreat my children 


to maintain and defend at all hazard 
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and at any cost of personal sacrifice 
the blessed doctrine of the complete 
atonement for sin through the blood of 
Jesus Christ, once offered, and Through 
that alone.” 

Yes, this is a blessed doctrine to be 
maintained at any cost, but first of alj 
it is to be received for one’s own need, 
Our basic need, each one of us, is par- 
don and cleansing. That need has been 
met by God in the sacrifice of Christ, 
but that sacrifice must be personally 
appropriated. “Through this man js 
preached unto you the forgiveness of 
sins: and by him all that believe are 
justified from all things .. .” (Acts 13: 
38, 39). All that believe, all who com- 


(Continued on page 374) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Will Jews Geta eteeend Chance? 


A brother in the adult Sunday 
school class asked yesterday whether 
“the Jews will get a second chance, 
or not.” He thinks the Bible gives 
one that idea some place or other, as 
though they will have a second chance 
after death to accept Christ. I did 
not remember that I ever read such 
a statement in the Bible. Will it be 
after Christ’s second return to earth? 
—A Michigan reader. 

The Bible does not hold out to any- 
one, Jew or Gentile, a second chance 
to be saved after death. It teaches that 
we must receive Christ now in this life, 
in such texts as the following: “We 
then as workers together with him, be- 
seech you also that ye receive not the 
grace of God in vain. (For he saith, I 
have heard thee in a time accepted, and 
in the day of salvation have I suc- 
coured thee: behold, now is the ac- 
cepted time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation)” (2 Cor. 6:1, 2); “And as it 
is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment: .so Christ was 
once offered to bear the sins of many 
...” (Heb, 9:27, 28); “For if we sin wil- 
fully after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth 
no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain 
fearful looking for of judgment and 
fiery indignation, which shal] devour 
the adversaries” (Heb. 10:26, 27). 

However, as a nation on this earth, 
the Jews, who rebelled against God re- 
peatedly and rejected Christ as their 
Messiah, will have a second chance to 
come back to God in this life. Indi- 
vidually, Jewish people have been com- 
ing to God one by one through the 
centuries by trusting in Christ as Sav- 
iour just as Gentiles have been doing; 
and there is encouraging news of the 
salvation of Jews in Israel and other 
lands today. There are many Old Testa- 
ment prophecies foretelling the return 
of Israel to God and their land, first 


(Continued on page 374) 
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Jonathan Edwards, the Man.Who Thought ) 


A famous preacher who was outstanding in 


the practice of self-discipline 


familiar with revival meetings 
because of Billy Graham and his 
international preaching. Many of us are 
old enough to remember, or have at least 
heard tales of, Billy Sunday’s power to 
persuade people to accept the Gospel. 
Many of us have read of the great 
crowds attracted by the convincing 
force of Evangelist D. L. Moody’s words. 
There is another man whom God 
chose to use, over two hundred years 
ago, as the motivating human instru- 
ment behind great revival meetings. 
Jonathan Edwards was profoundly 


M ert of people today are 


. conscious of his own sin and desirous 


of furthering Christ’s Kingdom. Often, 


‘ throughout his life, he regretted that 


he had not turned to God sooner so 
that he might have had more time to 
grow in grace. 

By his intense, fearless manner of 
delivering his sermons he impelled the 
people to consider their sinfulness. One 
of these sermons, “Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry Géd,” was the invigorating 
power behind the revival of 1741 known 
as the Great Awakening, a revival that 
came after a spiritual dearth of one 
hundred years. 


Preaching Without Fear 

What was there about this man that 
led him to stand up before all opposi- 
tion and preach without fear what he 
believed? What was there that kept 
him to a lifetime of study and contem- 
plation so that he produced his greatest 
works at a time when he had reason 
to be most discouraged and hopeless? 
What was there about this man’s work 
that caused European critics before the 
time of modern philosophy to label his 
book, “The Freedom of the Will,” the 
only American contribution to abstract 
theught? 

It cannot be denied that God endowed 
Jonathan Edwards with a remarkable 
brain. But neither can it be denied that 
he used his brain for its intended pur- 
pose. He thought. 

Born in East Windsor, Conn., on Oc- 
tober 5, 1703, the only son in a family 
of eleven children, he early gave evi- 
dence of his remarkable gifts. Because 
of lack of funds he was taught at home. 
He was ready to enter Yale University 


when he was not yet thirteen and was. 


graduated in 1720 just before his sev- 
enteenth birthday. As a young man he 
began the practice of reflection. His 
life was governed by self-discipline and 
prolonged periods of thought. Rising 
at 4 a.m., he spent thirteen hours a day 
in study. For relaxation: he took long 


He is often spoken of as “President 
Edwards,” because he was for a short 
time president of what is now Prince- 
ton University. He was inaugurated 
on February 16, 1758, and died five 
weeks later on March 22. He had 
been inoculated against smallpox by 
a Philadelphia physician, but a sec- 
ondary fever set in, his throat was 
obstructed, and he could not take 
the proper medicine or food. The 
physician, Dr. William Shippen, 
wrote to Mrs. Edwards at Stock- 
bridge: “This afternoon, between 
two and three o’clock, it pleased 
God to let him sleep in that dear 
Lord Jesus, whose Kingdom and 
interest he has been faithfully and 
painfully serving all his life. And 
never did any mortal man more 
fully and clearly evidence the sin- 
cerity of all his professions, by one 
continued, universal, calm, cheerful 
resignation, and patient submission 
to the divine will, through every 
stage of his disease, than he; not so 
much as one discontented expres- 
sion, nor the least appearance of 
murmuring, through the whole. And 
never did any person expire with 
more perfect freedom from pain; not 
so much as one distorted hair; but, 
in the most proper sense of the 
words, he fell asleep. Death had 
certainly lost its sting as to him.” 
(From “The Life and Diary of 
David Brainerd,” edited by Jona- 
than Edwards; newly edited, and 
with a biographical sketch of Presi- 
dent Edwards, by Philip E. Howard, 
Jr.; Moody Press, 1949, Chicago.) 





walks in the woods, jotting down his 
thoughts for later development. The re- 
sult of his habit of intense thought was 
not that he tried to force his hearers to 
accept his own opinions, but rather that 
God might be honored. 

In his “Personal Narrative” Edwards 
says that when he was twenty he dedi- 
cated himself to God. He did this for- 
mally, writing down on paper his vow 
to give himself wholly to God, and to 
fight with all his strength “the world, 
the flesh, and the Devil.” Twenty years 
later, writing of this vow, he said how 
greatly he was humbled when he con- 
sidered how he had failed in keeping 
this vow. 

Edwards accepted the truth of the 
Bible as being unquestionable. He be- 
lieved that though we may not under- 
stand everything in the Bible, there is 


By CATHARINE BRANDT 


not the slightest excuse for, thinking 
it contrary to reason.! 

When he was twenty-three he became 
the assistant pastor to his grandfather 
in the church in Northampton, Mass. 


‘Three years later his grandfather died 


and Edwards was left in charge. “ 
His success as a preacher was amaz- 
ing, but even more amazing was his 
success as a revivalist. For almost a 
century there had been no revivals in 
New England, when suddenly the fame 
of the young preacher at Northampton 
began to spread. People from neigh- 
boring towns came to hear him, some 
out of curiosity, some out of disbelief, 
some to reform him. All this served 
only to rouse more people to flock to 
hear him. Those who came stayed to 
awaken to their lost condition and to 


‘turn to God. The revival spread to 


nearby towns and became known as the 
Great Awakening. 

“Truth,” said Edwards, “is the agree- 
ment of our ideas: with existence .. . 
God and real existence are the same.” 2 
And it was the preaching of this truth 
that made the people turn to God. 

Though Edwards preached a God of 
anger toward sin, though he refused to 
recognize any conversion but that which 
had as definite a beginning as physical 
birth, no one presented more clearly 
than he the joys of salvation. He de- 
lighted in God. 


His Belief in God’s Handiwork 

He believed in the perfection of 
nature, God’s handiwork. Although 
beauty of face and gracious manners do 
not always indicate a corresponding 
worthiness of mind, he said, the beau- 
ties of nature are always the manifesta- 
tion of the faultlessness of the Son of 
God. “1 

In his “Freedom of the Will” Edwards 
expresses the enlivening thought that 
man is free to love or hate God, but 
in the end he is free only in the love 
of God. Man finds that if he hates God 
he is in bondage, but if he loves God 
he wills the will of God. 

But his life was not without ill health, 
misunderstanding, and persecution. The 
younger element in the church felt he 
was too strict in his teaching. They 
stirred up dissension until he was forced 
to quit the pastorate at Northampton. 
Later he went as a missionary to the 
nearby Indians in Stockbridge. While 





1“Freedom of the Will.” By Jonathan Ed- 
wards, cited by Harvey Gates Townsend in 
“Philosophical Ideas in U.S.,” p. 39. (Amer- 
ican Book Co., New York 3.) 

2Tbid., p. 49. 
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there, beset with ill health and deeply 
discouraged with himself, and drawing 
upon the reserves of a lifetime of yield- 
edness to God spent in intense study 


and thought, he wrote three great 
treatises. The three, “Freedom of the 
Will,” “Nature of True Virtue,” and 


“Original Sin,” represent the highest 
reach of theology and philosophy in 
New England and have given their 
author a permanent place among the 
philosophers of the eighteenth century. 
Edwards, from the vantage point of 
reflection, the discipline of intense men. 
tal activity, and a life yielded to the 
will of God, was empowered of God 
to astonish great numbers of people. 
Few of us could find time in the furi- 
ous pace of our lives to spend a fraction 
of the time Edwards did in reflection 
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and thought. But, then, there are few 
of us who are used of God to awaken 
great numbers of people. 
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ll. Visitation Evangelism Is Building Churches Today 


Not an experimental method but a tested and successful ministry 
7 


By HORACE F. DEAN 


This is the second of two articles from the new book by Mr. Dean 

entitled “Visitation Evangelism,” and is reprinted by permission of 

the publishers, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
from whom the book may be obtained at $1, paper. 


R. PARR at present has in his church 

a trained group of more than five 
hundred visitors. Approximately four 
hundred of these, including men and 
women, meet at the church each Mon- 
day evening for a brief time of prayer 
and reporting. Then they go out two 
by two to make their calls in the homes. 
On Thursday more than one hundred 
others go out to visit. In this estab- 
lished church the visitors now not only 
call on new prospects but also on de- 
linquent members of the church and 
Sunday school. They also make many 
visits in the homes of those:-who may 
be sick or otherwise needy. 

Little wonder that this church is in a 
constant state of revival blessing! It 
would be a rare Sunday indeed when 
no sinners turned to the Saviour and no 
one was received into the fellowship 
and membership of Gilead Baptist 
Church, 

At the time of writing, Dr, Parr and 
his people are moving forward steadily 
in the construction of a beautiful new 
church and Sunday school building. 
Other new buildings will house a sub- 
stantial and growing Christian day 
school. Sixteen acres, well located in 
one. of the fastest growing suburbs of 
the city, were secured for this develop- 
ment. The construction when com- 
pleted will have an estimated value of 
one and one-half million dollars. All 
of this, under the blessing of God, has 
been accomplished in a little more than 
fifteen years. 


VISITATION EVANGELISM WoRKS 
AT MILWAUKEE 

One of the most active evangelical 
churches in Milwaukee is the Garfield 
Avenue Baptist Church. The pastor is 
the Rev. William Kuhnle. 

Among the scores of pastors who at- 
tended the Christ for America Seminar 
on Visitation Evangelism at Milwaukee 
held early in 1956, perhaps the most 
persistent in attendance was Pastor 
Kuhnle. This was not because Mr. 
Kuhnle was unfamiliar with this type 
of evangelism, but rather that he per- 
sonally desired some “sharpening up” 
for himself, and more particularly did 
he wish that an increasing number of 
his church members might catch the 
vision of what could be done by the 


church in a constantly enlarging pro- 


gram, 

I, have asked Mr. Kuhnle to share 
with readers the record of God’s bless- 
ing resulting from the ministry of vis- 
itation maintained by his church. He 
says: 

“The greatest growth in our Bible 
school came as a result of an intensive 
visitation program. It revitalized our 
workers and also brought in new re- 
cruits, 

“I believe that the sure way to do 
God’s work in our day is to resort to 
the New Testament plan of visitation. 
There is no substitute for it.” 


THE TESTIMONY OF AN INTERNATIONALLY 
KNOWN RabDIo PREACHER 


The voice of Dr: Theodore H. Epp 
of Lincoln, Nebr., is heard by millions 
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of Americans six days weekly in his 
“Back to the Bible Broadcast.” In the 
autumn of 1955, Dr. Epp invited Christ for 
America to join with the “Back to the 
Bible Broadcast” in presenting a com- 
bined Bible conference and seminar on 
personal and visitation evangelism and 
this was held in his home city of Lin- 
coln. Approximately 150 pastors at- 
tended along with hundreds of laymen. 
They came from twenty-seven states “as 
well as several Canadian provinces. 
Here is what Dr. Epp wrote to us re- 
cently: 

“The Visitation Evangelism Seminar 
held in connection with our Bible con- 
ference last fall was a great contribu- 
tion and help to the many who attended 
and especially the ministers. 

“I have long felt that the church as 
a whole has lost the greatest of all arts 
of soul-winning—namely, personal visi- 
tation and contact work. I believe your 
seminar inspired many to realize that 
this personal contact is surely among 


the best of methods in reaching the~ 


many unreached. It will do things that 
no other method will ever do. 

“I would personally encourage pas- 
tors everywhere to put this visitation 
program into their regular church 
schedule. Keep up the good work by 
enlightening others on how to do it.” 


VISITATION EVANGELISM Is a “Must?” 
In Every CHURCH 

This New Testament program of soul- 
winning and church building will work 
wherever there is a pastor to lay hold 
of the plan and persist in seeing it 
through. One of ‘America’s foremost 
advertising agencies is the N. W. Ayer 
Company of Philadelphia. For many 
years this organization has used the 
slogan, “Keeping Everlastingly At It 
Brings Success.” 

Dr. Parr,of Detroit, whose testimony 
appears earlier in this article, has told 
audiences attending our numerous sem- 
inars that early in his ministry at Gilead 
Baptist Church there were times when 
the only visitors sticking at the job 
were his wife and himself. There were 
many times when he felt impelled to 
quit, but he and his wife kept on going, 
and the Lord rewarded this faithfulness 
in the magnificent manner already toid. 

It is indeed tragic that hundreds of 
churches in the nation have shown little 
or no gain for many years. In some 
cases not even a single new member 
has been received on confession of faith 
in Jesus Christ. There is no excuse for 
this since every community, no matter 
how small, contains persons who are 
complete strangers to God and without 
connection with any church. It has 
been proved over and over again that 
a good percentage of such persons will 
respond to the claims of Jesus Christ 
and to a gracious invitation presented 
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by representatives of the local church. 

Visitation evangelism is not an ex- 
perimental method. It is a proved form 
of ministry, and today there are hun- 
dreds if not thousands of churches 
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which are employing this type of per- 
manent evangelism. Are you planning 
to reach the whitened harvest fields 
around your own church? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


The Testimony of a Converted Witch Doctor 


Given by Vicente Andi, a Quichua Indian, at his baptism at Shandia, 
Ecuador, on March 29; translated by Elisabeth Elliot. 


WOULD like to speak about how at 

first I lived in sin. I lived as if in 
darkness. But I began to think about 
it, how our forefathers, not being Word- 
hearers, lived in sin. I got it from 
them. I became a bitter-herb drinker, 
a tobacco-smoker, a gin-drinker. With 
great fear I realized what great sin I 
had, when I heard this Word. But now 
I know how the Lord Jesus, when He 
lived here in this world, taught about 
baptism, saying, “Jhis is how you must 
do.” So now I have decided from my 
very own heart, from my own flesh, 
with all of my soul, that I want to be- 
lieve. 

Then I also learned how there is to 
be a judging day. I learned how from 
the clouds He will come, calling to us. I 
learned how He will pick out the whole 
group of believers, who before stood 
trembling because of their sin. It is 
only the fulfillers of God’s Word, those 
who do it of their own will, who enter 
into His trail. We do this because we 
say that we want to walk together with 
Him. We do not do this as a joke, for 
no reason. Thus doing, we pass into the 
bright village of our Father God. We 
pass into His light. We throw away our 
old life. 

Those who watch us will say: “They 
do this for nothing. This baptism is a 
joke.” But we do not do it as a joke. 
We do it because of a truth God sent 
His servants here, bringing this Word, 
which showed us that we must do this. 
Those who watch will say: “They are 
lying. They are joking. They are 
laughing inside. They are taking baths 
for nothing.” But we do this to show 
our having believed. I intend to live 
as the Lord Jesus did. If you do the 
same, Father God’s light you will see. 
Before, I lived as a nonbeliever, as a 
nonhearer. I lived as in a cloud, not 
believing anything, not understanding 
anything. But later when I listened, I 
realized that they were speaking an 
understandable word, a word that 
would rescue my soul. You must all 
see this, if you are an old man, if you 
are a woman, even if you are a young 
person. We can go to the place where 
souls are saved, but if not, God will shut 
us up as they shut up a convicted man 
in a palm-wood corral. Then will come 
a day of judging. From that day, only 


a 


the believers will be saved. Others will 
be thrown into a fire-lake, 

Therefore, will you all please see how 
we have believed with our heart, with 
our souls, with all our minds. 

(Here I asked him to tell a little of 
the witching practices.—E. E.) 

In the days when we did not know 
this Word, we’ did what the old men 
showed us to do, They commanded us 
to drink the bitter herb, and to fan 
away the spirits. When they told us to 
fan the spirits, we became as liars. Also 
they told us how we were to blow with 
tobacco smoke. We all became bitter- 
herb drinkers. This was in the days 
when we knew nothing of God’s Word, 
when we didn’t know Him. [The bit- 


ter herb] shows demons at night. It 
caused us to know which man would 
die. 
graveclothes. 


We could see him, wound up in his 
Seeing this, we used to 
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tell the others. I used to tell them if a 
man were going to live or die. So I was 
a truth-teller. I did not lie, saying, 
“I don’t know if you'll live.” I told the 
truth. Therefore they begged me. con- 
tinually to drink the bitter herb. But 
when I heard this Word, I was very 
much afraid. Sr. Jaime [Jim Elliot] 
talked to me when he was about to die. 
I didn’t know what this conference 
business was about, but I went to that 
one, and listened for a whole week. I 
said I’ll quit [witching]. It was because 
I didn’t know, that I did the things I 
did,’ I told myself. It was when I left 
off drinking the bitter herb, smoking 
tobacco, drinking gin, that I began 
thinking about believing. But they 
came again, “Drink the bitter herb,” 
they said; “please blow.” But I didn’t 
want to. I said, “Never in the world 
will I think about that again.” And 
so now, I am being baptized. 


SHANpDIA, ECUADOR. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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———————— 
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‘The wives of the five missionary martyrs in Quito, Ecuador, in January of this year. 
Left to right: Marilou McCully, Barbara Youderian, Olive Fleming, Elisabeth Elliot, 


Marjorie Saint; the children: 
Saint, 


Steve and Mike McCully, 
Valerie Elliot, Stevie and Philip Saint. 


Bethy .Youderian, Kathy 
(Gerry Youderian and Md*thew 


McCully are not shown.) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 7. MAY 19. ABRAHAM AND HIS WORLD 
Genesis 13; 18:1 to 19:29; printed text, 18:20-33; 19:29 
Golden Text.—Arise, O God, judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all nations.—Psa. 82:8 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Gen. 18:20 And the Lorp said, Because the cry of Sodom 
and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very 
grievous; 

21 I will go down now, and see whether they have done 
altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto 
me; and if not, I will know. 

22 And the men turned their faces from thence, and went 
toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the Lorp. 

23 And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also 
destroy the righteous with the wicked? 

24 Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: 
wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty 
righteous that are therein? 

25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay 
the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should 
be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do right? 

26 And the Lorp said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous 
within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes. 

27 And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have 
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust 
and ashes: 

28 Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty right- 
eous: wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five? And 


29 And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradven- 
ture there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will 
not do it for forty’s sake. 

30 And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, 
and I will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found 
there. And he said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there. 

31 And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to 
speak unto the Lord: Peradventure there shall be twenty 
found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty’s 
sake. 

32 And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will 
speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found 
there. And he said, I will not destroy it for ten’s sake. 

33 And the Lorp went his way,-as soon as he had left 
communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto 
his place. 


Chap. 19:29 And it came to pass, when God destroyed 
the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and 
sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he over- 
threw the cities in the which Lot dwelt. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not destroy it. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
P UR lesson, presenting Abraham’s 
O intercessions on behalf of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, naturally raises 
the question of the location of these 
“cities of the plain” which were de- 
stroyed in God’s judgment. In addition 
to the two already mentioned, these 
cities included Zeboiim, Admah, and 
Zoar. (Zoar, apparently the smallest of 
the five, was spared in answer to Lot’s 
request.) 

There is a difference of opinion re- 
garding the location of these cities. The 
traditional view is that they were at 
the south end of the Dead Sea, and 
there are strong arguments in favor of 
it. On the other hand, the north of 
the Dead Sea claims many notable sup- 
porters, offering also some convincing 
arguments. For instance, Abraham and 
Lot would scarcely see the south end 
of the Dead Sea from their viewing 
point near Bethel (Gen. 13:3, 10, 11). 
George Adam Smith presents both 
views, and supports the southern view 
in his “Historical Geography of the 
Holy Land” (now out of print). The 
article on Cities of the Plain in the 
“Integnational Standard Bible Encyclo- 
paedia” (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 


= < + 4 “ 


Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 5 vols., $35) may 
also be consulted. 

From Sodom we have our English 
word sodomy, signifying crimes against 
nature. Thus the degradation of these 
cities of the plain is held in perpetual 
remembrance. Of the cities themselves 
there is no trace left, although some 
of the names are thought to be perpet- 
uated in modern places, such as Sodom 
in Jebel Usdum. 

The story will teach us both the long- 
suffering of God and the certainty of 
judgment, besides the fact that God 
‘knows how to secure His own in th 
day of judgment. m 


Verse by Verse 

Gen. 18:20.—*. . . the cry of Sodom 
and Gomorrah is great .. . their sin is 
very grievous.” The “cry” doubtless 
refers to the injustices being’ inflicted 
on the weak by the strong. Compare 


* Isaiah 5:7 and Genesis 4:10. 


Verse 21.—“I will go down now, and 
see...and...I1 will know.” The lan- 
guage is anthropomorphic, ascribing to 
God actions like those of men. It is a 
vivid way of declaring God’s justice and 
equity in judgment. He does not smite 
without full knowledge of the situa- 
tion. 

Verse 22—“And the men. . . went 
toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet 
before the Lord.” Compare 18:2, 16; 


19:1. The best suggestion seems to be 
that one of the “men” was a theophany 
(an appearing of God), and the other 
two were angels in human form. 

Verse 23.—“. . . Wilt thou also destroy 
the righteous with the wicked?” Abra- 
ham had Lot in mind (2 Pet. 2:7, 8). 
He begins with great boldness, and at- 
tacks his subject directly. 

Verse 24—“Peradventure there be 
fifty righteous .. . not spare the place 
for the fifty righteous . . .” Abraham’s 
plea is not that God would save the 
righteous out of the general destruc- 
tion, but that He would save the whole 
for the sake of the righteous. It is a 
remarkable attitude. 

Verse 25.—“That be far from thee... 
that the righteous should be as the 
wicked . . . Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right?” Notice Abraham’s 
jealousy for the honor of God. He does 
not base his prayer on mercy, but on 
justice! See, too, the patriarch’s high 
view of God—not just a community or 
family god, but “Judge of all the earth.” 

Verse 26.—“. . . If I find in Sodom fifty 
righteous ...I1 will spare...” God 
commits Himself to the principle laid 
down by Abraham, to save all for the 
sake of the righteous. 

Verse 27.—‘And Abraham answered 
... I have taken upon me to speak unto 
the Lord ... dust and ashes.” From 
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the almost dictatorial language of verses 
23-25 Abraham now takes humble 
ground, realizing the solemnity of his 
undertaking. 

Verse 28.—“Peradventure there shall 
lack five of the fifty ... If I find there 
forty and five, I will not destroy it.” 
His first thought was generous. There 
surely must be at least fifty righteous 
people in Sodom! But as Abraham 
thinks of conditions down there, he is 
not so sure, so he begins ¢o scale it 
down. God goes along with him, thus 
encouraging further intercession. 

Verse 29.—“. . . Peradventure there 
shall be forty found there .. . I will not 
do it for forty’s sake.” Seeing his gain, 
the patriarch quickly follows it up with 
suggestions of further concession. Again 
it is granted. 

Verse 30.—“. . . let not the Lord be 
angry ... Peradventure ... thirty... 
I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 
Dare he proceed further? Beseeching 
the divine indulgence, he presses for a 
and his plea is 
granted. 

Verse 31—“. . . Peradventure there 
shall be twenty ... I will not destroy 
it for twenty’s sake.” It is great bold- 
ness, and Abraham feels a certain in- 
congruity in the whole situation, but 
he must go through with what he has 
undertaken. Still he finds God ready 
to match his request. 

Verse 32.—“I will speak yet but this 
once: Peradventure ten shall be found 
... I will not destroy it for ten’s sake.” 
Abraham commits himself to make this 
his last request. He has gone as far 
as a man dares. At any rate, there 
surely must be ten righteous people in 
all of Sodom! But that was Abraham’s 
mistake. 

Verse 33—“And the Lord went his 
way ... and Abraham returned unto 
his place.” Since Abraham had indi- 
cated that he was carrying his petition 
no further, the conversation ended. 

Chap. 19:29.—“. . . God remembered 
Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst 
of the overthrow ...” While the city 
was not saved, Abraham's intercessions 
were not in vain. To them Lot owed 
his deliverance from destruction. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

We are introduced in this week’s 
lesson to one of the most remarkable 
prayer sessions on record. First we see 
how God invited prayer by confiding 
to Abraham what was in His heart con- 
cerning Sodom. Every revelation of 
the purpose of God is a call to prayer, 
and to much more intelligent prayer 
than is possible when we are in igno- 
rance of the will of God. 

God was not disappointed. Abraham 
immediately took up the challenge and 
gave himself to prayer. It is indeed 
wonderful when a man can be trusted 
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Last Week's Lesson 
6. May 12.—Abraham and His God. 
Genesis 12; 15 to 17; 22 
Next Week's Lesson 


8. May 26—A Man of Peace in a 
World of Strife Genesis 26:1-5, 12-33 








to pray when God invites prayer. God 
has so much committed Himself to 
work in conjunction with the prayers 
of His people that He is looking for 
intercessors. 

Now notice the character of Abra- 
ham’s praying. He has remarkable 
boldness. His first sentence has the 
force of a sudden burst of artillery fire 
in which he throws out a challenge to 
God, “Wilt thou also destroy the right- 
eous with the wicked?” (v. 23.) The 
logic and precision and the force of his 
entire speech are certainly striking. 
One would almost think that he was 
arguing with someone his equal, so 
great is his boldness. But with the 
boldness there is great humility, which 
makes all the difference between carnal 
boldness and holy boldness. He does 
not forget that God is the judge of all 
the earth, while he himself is but dust. 
You may be as bold as ever you want 
with God so long as you maintain the 
place of humility. 

Besides boldness and humility we see 
persistence in Abraham’s praying. Hav- 
ing obtained a first concession from God, 
he follows up his advantage to secure 
more and more until] he has whittled 
down the number of the righteous that 
would save the éity from fifty to ten. 

Another notable feature of Abraham's 
praying was its unselfishness. There 
can be no doubt that the salvation of 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Hc’ many men appeared to Abra- 
ham by the oaks of Mamre? 

2. How would you identify these men? 

3. What information did the Lord de- 
termine not to hide from Abraham? 

4. What was the nature of the cry 
that went up from Sodom and Gomor- 
rah? 

5. What title did Abraham use in ref- 
erence to God? 

6. What principle was at the basis of 
Abraham's intercessions for Sodom? 

7. What two attitudes are noticeable 
in Abraham's pleading with God? 

8. At what figure did Abraham (1) 
begin, and (2) finish his pleadings for 
Sodom? 

9. What two locations are proposed 
for Sodom and Gomorrah? 

10. How did God answer Abraham’s 
prayer? 


(Answers on page 369) 
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Lot, his nephew, was very much on his 
heart, but he did not pray, “Well, Lord, 
You may destroy Sodom, but be sure 
to save Lote’ He was not like the 
Scotsman who is reputed to have had 
this pattern of prayer: “God bless me 
and my wife, oor John and his wife, us 
four, no more.” Abraham had a large- 
ness to his praying that went far be- 
yond the limits of kinship. Now it is 
true that Abraham’s prayers did not 
save the city of Sodom. There were 
not in the city ten righteous people 
found, despite the years that Lot had 
lived there, but we cannot say that 
Abraham’s prayer went unanswered, 
for our lesson tells us that when God 
destroyed the city He remembered 
Abraham and saved Lot (19:29). True 
prayer never goes unanswered. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Prayer invited (Gen. 18: 17-22) 
2. Prayer engaged (vs: 23-32) 
3. Prayer encouraged (vs. 26, 28-32) 
4. Prayer answered (19:29) 


Topics for Development 


Did Abraham Stop Too Soon? Abra- 
ham’s reason for stopping at ten is 
probably beyond our judgment. He 
may have felt quite certain that there 
must be at least. ten righteous people 
in Sodom, or he may have thought that 
if there were not ten, the city had bet- 
ter go. At any rate, for all his persis- 
tence, he stopped praying before God 
stopped answering. God gave a favor- 
able answer at every step, and if we 
may speak on the human level, He 
might have gone still further with 
Abraham if the patriarch had continued. 
We do know that in the case of Jeru- 
salem God affirmed that He would save 
the city if He could find one righteous 
man (Jer. 5:1). We are reminded of 
the statement, “For there is not a just 
man upon earth, that doeth good, and 
sinneth not” (Eccles. 7:20). That 
surely is why this world is doomed. 
Nevertheless God has provided a right- 
eous man in the person of His Son, by 
whom all who will may be saved. On 
the basis of His sacrifice and in answer 
to His intercessions, the human race 
will be saved as represented in the 
whole company of the redeemed. 


Practical Applications 

Do you qualify as one of God’s con- 
fidants? (See Psa, 25:14.) 

“Do not judge on hearsay. Find the 
truth and act accordingly (Gen. 18: 
20, 21). 

When God wants an intercessor, can 
He call on you? 

Have you the prerequisites for inter- 
cession—a burden for a lost world and 
a jealousy for the honor of God? 

Prayer calls for the rare combination 
of boldness and humility. Do these 
qualities mark your praying? 

Don’t stop praying till God stops an- 
swering. 
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Golden Text 

Psa. 82:8.—“O God, judge the earth: 
for thou shalt inherit all nations.” It 
is God’s right to judge the world, see- 
ing it is His by right of creation, and 
all nations must serve Him. Happy 
are those who know their judgment 
accomplished at Calvary, and to whom 
God is now Father. Are we telling 
others that Good News? 


Ex_muurstT, ILL, 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 
“Earthly Pleasures Vainly Call Me” 
“Rescue the Perishing” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Heavenly Father, we thank Thee 
for the priceless privilege of prayer 
and for the Saviour by whom we may 
come to Thee and find pardon and help 
in every need. Give us the loving con- 
cern for others that gives them and 
their needs a place in our prayers. For- 
give us the selfishness invading our 
prayers and give us a loving heart like 
Thine. Bless this lesson to us and 
others who ‘study it. Prosper all who 
give forth Thy Word today that many 
may be turned to a new life in Christ. 
Extend Thy special mercies to the sad 
and the suffering. Give the nations 
leaders of honesty, unselfishness, and 
wisdom that right, charity, and peace 
may flourish, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Tennyson wrote, 
“More things are wrought by prayer 
than this world dreams of.” It is a 
true saying. How many who heard 
of Lot’s escape from the destruction 





GRANT US, FATHER, 
BOTH CONCERN 
AND. THE SPIRIT OF Prayer 


that fell upon Sodom knew that his 
escape was in answer to Abraham’s 
prayers? And how little we know of 
the part the prayers of the godly play 
in the goodness and mercy coming to us 
from God! 

In London, England, years ago, a 
young woman officer of the Salvation 
Army was crossing Tower Bridge one 
morning. “Hi, Miss!” a woman called, 
“I wish you’d ask yer God to help us 
sell these flowers. We bin here all the 
morning, and haven’t taken a penny.” 
The young officer stopped and, taking 
the half-joking words seriously, she 
said: “I will, and I'll ask Him now.” 
Right there she prayed that God, who 
made the flowers, would help the 
woman to sell them. A few days later 
the flower seller appeared at the Army 
meeting hall to tell the officer the 
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flowers were all sold that morning 
within an hour after the prayer. ‘The 
woman and her family started coming 
to the meetings and before long three 
of them were converted—all this grow- 
ing out of that prayer on Tower Bridge. 

There is nothing greater you can do 
to help people than to pray for them. 
But to do so we must have a heart that 
feels and cares for others. The Saviour 
will give us such a heart, if we will 
give ourselves to Him to be remade 
into His likeness. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“Sodom and Gomorrah .. . their sin 
is very grievous’ (Gen. 18:20).—Back 
in Chapter 13 where we are told that 
Lot “pitched his tent toward Sodom,” 
we have the added information that 
“the men of Sodom were wicked and 
sinners before the Lord exceedingly.” 

“Behold, this was the iniquity of... 
Sodom, pride, fulness of bread,. and 
abundance of idleness was in her and 
in her daughters, neither did she 
strengthen the hand of the poor and 
needy. And they were haughty, and 
committed abomination before me: 
therefore I took them away as I saw 
good” (Ezek. 16:49, 50). ’ 

And strange as it may seem, we read 
of four cities whose sins were worse 
than those of Sodom! They are Jeru- 
salem (Ezek. 16:47, 52), Chorazin, Beth- 
saida, and Capernaum (Matt. 11:20-24). 
Increased light and favor bring in- 
creased responsibility. Think of re- 
ligious Jerusalem being worse than 
heathen Sodom! Impenitence and unbe- 
lief are horrible sins in the sight of 
God. “He that believeth not God hath 
made him a liar” (1 John 5:10). “He 
that believeth not shall be damned” 
(Mark 16:16). 

Certainly the abominable and mur- 
derers, the immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, 
and liars “shall have their part in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
stone” if they do not repent and believe; 
but so shall the unbelieving have their 
part in that lake. In fact, they are 
mentioned before the “abominable” in 
Revelation 21:8. 


After hearing a message on the words, 


“There is no difference: for all have 


sinned, and come short of the glory of . 


God” (Rom. 3:22, 23), an educated 
man asked the preacher if he meant 
that there was no difference between 
a moral man and an immoral one. 

_ minister said, “No, I did not 
affirm that there was no room for com- 
parison between such cases; but my 
position is that one of them is a ‘moral 
sinner, the other an immoral sinner.” 
The man said, “Well, I don’t like such 
teaching.” Very quietly the preacher 
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replied, “Then I will make a concession 
and meet your difficulty. I will admit 
that there are inferior and superior sin- 
ners, and concede that you are a supe- 
rior sinner.” After the man had con- 
sidered that statement for a minute or 
two, he silently walked away, but with 
a very strained look on his countenance, 


“And Abraham drew near .. .” (Gen. 
18:23).—God has revealed His purpose 
regarding Sodom and Gomorrah (vs. 
17-21); and’ Abraham was about to be- 
come an intercessor. The first require- 
ment is to “draw near” to the One to 
be pleaded with—be in intimate contact 
with Him. 

How often believers are encouraged 
to “draw nigh to God!” (See Psa. 73: 
28; Heb. 7:19; 10:22; Jas. 4:8.) When 
the apostles desired definite information 
from the Lord regarding the identity 
of the betrayer, they sought it through 
John—the one nearest to the Lord (John 


13:21-26). Whoever heard of a carnal 
Christian interceding on behalf of 
others? It is the joy and duty of each 


Christian to intercede “for all men” (1 
Tim. 2:1). 

I am very fond of the incident related 
by Dr. J. Jowett about the little maid 
who applied for fellowship. He asked 
her, among other things, what she was 
doing for her Lord. She explained she 
had very little time off, and could sel- 
dom attend services; but she said she 
always took the daily paper up to her 
bedroom at night. Dr. Jowett asked 
what good that did. “Well,” she ex- 
plained, “I always turn to the births, 
marriages, and death columns. 

“T read over each of these births and 
pray that these little babies may early 
be led to the Saviour, and made a great 
blessing to their parents; I read of each 
wedding and pray that these brides and 
grooms may be very happy, and may al- 
ways be true to each other; and, read- 
ing each of the death notices, I pray, 
one by one, for all the bereaved that 
they may turn in their sorrow to the 
only Source of lasting comfort.” Blessed 
little intercessor, who has set a fine ex-° 
ample for all of us! 


“Peradventure there be fifty right- 
eous ... forty and five... forty... 
thirty ... twenty... ten...” (Gen. 
18:24-32).—Abraham manifested the 
qualities an intercessor should possess: 
earnestness, definiteness, boldness, and 
importunity. 

Abraham “makes his appeal to God’s 
righteousness rather than to His mercy 
—‘Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right?’—and in doing so, he touches 
the very foundation of things. With a 
perfect trust in -the absolute justice of 
God he pours out his heart and tells 
God his difficulties. This is the true 
spirit of the believer who is face to face 
with the great mysteries of life. He 
takes them all to God in prayer, and in 
the presence of divine righteousness he 
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finds that rest of heart which enables 
him to wait patiently for God (Psa, 37: 
6, 7; 73:16, 17).” So wrote Dr. Griffith 
Thomas. 

Believers can rejoice in the fact that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is the perfect in- 
tercessor and “he ever liveth to make 
intercession for them.” 


Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we do well to study 

Abraham, for he was a great char- 
acter and had the highest compliment 
paid him that can come to any mane 
Three places in the Bible record call 
him a friend of God (2 Chron. 20:7; 
Isa. 41: 8; Jas. 2:23). He also had the 
honor to be the father of the Jewish 
race, which, humanly speaking, pro- 
duced our Lord Jesus Christ, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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But no man is perfect. Abraham 
made his mistakes. Twice he deceived 
kings, denying that Sarah was his wife: 
to Pharaoh (Gen. 12:11-13) and to 
Abimelech (Gen. 20:2, 3). Nevertheless, 
the faith which he showed in his life 
career was of the highest type, notably 
in leaving his native country to jour- 
ney to an unknown destination simply 
because God called him out; and also 
in his offering of Isaac upon the altar 
because God commanded it. 

In our lesson today, Abraham teaches 
us something about prayer: what to do 
and what not to do. He was alarmed 
to learn that God intended to destroy 
Sodom, that wicked city. He was con- 
cerned for his nephew Lot and family 
who lived there. So he made a very 
strange prayer; nothing like it in all 
the Bible record—perhaps not in al] his- 
tory. “Wilt thou also destroy the right- 
eous with the wicked? Peradventure 
there be fifty righteous within the city: 
wilt thou also destroy and not spare 
the place for the fifty righteous that are 
therein?” (Gen. 18:23, 24.) 

It is reasonable to suppose that Abra- 
ham knew there were no other right- 
eous people in Sodom besides Lot’s 
family, but he was careful not to ask 
for too much to start with. One char- 
acteristic of the Jewish race is their 
talent for bargaining. They usually re- 
serve a margin to “mop up with.” So 
when the Lord answered, “If I find in 
Sodom fifty righteous within the city, 
then I will spare all the place for their 
sakes,” Abraham shaded the condition 
to forty-five and God consented to that. 
Then Abraham came down to forty, 
and to thirty, and to twenty, and to 
ten; each time God consented to the 
condition. And there Abraham stopped. 
I have often wondered why he did that. 
He must have known that the number 
would probably not be more than four 
—Lot, his wife, and two daughters. 
Some Bible scholars suggest that the 
Holy Spirit directed Abraham to stop 
there,- because God’s plans were already 
made. I don’t know. At any rate, it 
appears to have been a mistake on 
Abraham's part, because his prayer was 
not granted. God utterly destroyed 
that great and wicked city; but He 


. saved Lot, his wife, and two daugh- 


ters from the conflagration. Mrs. Lot 
looked back and turned into a pillar 
of salt, but Lot and his two daughters 
escaped; and, to this extent, Abraham’s 
personal interest was respected. 

So Abraham, as he persevered in 
prayer from fifty all the way down to 
ten, teaches us to keep on praying— 
but from ten on, he teaches us by his 
silence not to stop prayMig. However, 
let us always remember this: God, in 
His infinite wisdom knows what to do 
in any case, and we should not make 
for Him a blueprint of the answer He 
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LISTEN DAILY TO THE 


BACK rom BIBLE 
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AN INTERNATIONAL 
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Write today for your FREE descriptive 
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Grand Rapids, Michigan Lot did not say that. 
most fertile valley he could see, which 
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is to give us when we pray. God never 
fails to answer the prayer of faith, but 
He will answer it in His own way. We 
should be very glad for that, because 
He knows far better than we do what 
is best for us. He knows the future 
(we do not) as well as the present and 
the past. A man wanted to sell his 
home so he could purchase a house 
across the street which he liked much 
better, and which was to be sold the 
next day. A prospective buyer came 
to see him that night, and the man ex- 
cused himself long enough to go back 
into his bedroom and get down on his 
knees and pray that the deal would go 
through that very night. It was not a 
bad prayer. But the prospective buyer 
went away without closing the deal. 


At 5 o’clock next morning the house" 


across the street was destroyed by fire. 
It was good for this praying man that 
the Lord did not answer according to 
specification. He knew what would 
happen next day; the man did not. 
Fellows, prayer is the most precious 
privilege you have; but the only right 
way to pray is like our Lord prayed— 
“Not my will, but thine, be done.” 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we learn the fourth verse 
on “The Creation’ card. Question: 
“How do we know about creation?” 


Answer: “Through faith we understand 


that the worlds were framed by the 
word of God” (Heb. 11:3). 

When you hear the word faith, of 
what great Bible character do you 
think? (Abraham.) Here is a silhouette 
picture to suggest Abraham. Who will 
put up the ones we had last week, in 
the right order? That’s correct: “Cre- 
“The Fall,” “The Flood,” 
“Babel,” “Abraham.” 

Last week we spoke of Abraham’s 
faith in God and obedience to Him, 
even when he did not understand 
where, or how, or why. Today we 
will see how this great man treated 
others, 


Abraham’s nephew Lot had come. 


with him to Canaan. Abraham was 


very rich in cattle and sheep and so 
was he. 
cause there was not enough pasture for 
the animals of both of them. Then 
Abraham told Lot that he could choose 


Their herdsmen quarreled be- 


whichever part of the land he preferred, 
and he, Abraham, would take what- 
ever was left. Lot should have said, 
“Oh, you choose, Uncle! God gave this 
land to you.. I just came along.” But 
He chose the 


was close to the wicked city of Sodom. 
By and by he moved right into Sodom. 


May 4, 1957 


A few years later the city of Sodom 
was captured by an alliance of eastern 
kings, and Lot was taken prisoner, along 
with many other citizens of Sodom. 
When Abraham heard that, he might 
have said, “Well, I cannot help it. Lot 
is a selfish fellow anyway. He got him- 
self into trouble; it is up to him to get 
himself out of it.” But Abraham did 
not say anything of the kind. He im- 
mediately armed his three hundred and 
eighteen servants, pursued the enemy, 
and in an unexpected night attack res- 
cued Lot and the other citizens of 
Sodom, recovering also their goods 
which had been carried off by their 
foes. For this great victory Abraham 
would take no reward from the king 
®f Sodom. 

Lot went back to his home in Sodom 
and things went on as before—the peo- 
ple of Sodom doing wickedness as for- 
merly, Lot living among them, hating 
the sin around him but unwilling to 
separate himself from it. His posses- 
sions and his position in the city of 
Sodom meant more to him than his 
God. 

About fifteen years later, as Abraham 
was sitting in his tent door, three 
heavenly visitors came to call on him. 
After they had eaten with him, he ac- 
companied them a little way on their 
journey. While two of them went down 
toward Sodom, Abraham began to en- 
treat the third visitor—who must have 
been the Son of God—not to destroy 
Sodom, because of the righteous people 
in it. Of whom was Abraham thinking 
in particular? (Lot.) 

Let us read Genesis 18:23-33 around 
the class. How concerned Abraham was 
over Sodom, especially for Lot! When 
God answered his final prayer, that He 
would not destroy Sodom if He found 
ten righteous people in it, Abraham 
must have thought that Lot and his 
possessions were safe. Surely a city 
as large as Sodom would have ten God- 
fearing men in it! Counting Lot’s mar- 
ried children and their husbands there 
were probably more than ten in his own 
family. But Lot himself was the only 
righteous man in Sodom! How power- 
less his testimony must have been all 
those years! Even when Lot went that 
night to warn his married children of 
God’s immediate judgment, he seemed 
to them as one that mocked! Maybe 
he had done a lot of “kidding” to cover 
up his unhappiness in Sodom. The an- 
gels finally had to pull him out of the 
city, so that he would not be destroyed 
in it. He had given up fellowship with 
God to enjoy earthly possessions and 
pleasures, and then lost them all in one 
night! Abraham, who had put the Lord 
first, kept his possessions, and had 
power with God, and was a blessing to 
others. 

Read Genesis 19:27-29. See how con- 
cerned Abraham was over Lot and the 
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' city of Sodom! He rose early to see 


how it was with them. 

Although God had not found ten 
righteous people in Sodom, and had 
therefore destroyed it, He had remem- 
bered Abraham and his prayer. God 
knew that Abraham’s great concern had 
been for his — and He preserved 
Lot for Abrahafn’s sake. 

Lot is a type of the worldly Christian 
who lives for himself, and Abraham is 
a type of the spiritual Christian who 
lives for God and for others. Which 
will you be? 





Note: The pictures used for this lesson are 
40c per set of 8, or 3 sets for $1. “The Cre- 
ation” cards are 20c a dozen. Both may be 
ordered from V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, 
Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
w 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Man Who Cared (Gen. 13:2-11) 


OW many of you had a quarrel this 
week? How did you settle it? 
Abraham had his troubles, too—in the 
family and with his neighbors. There 
just were not enough wells! Some 
folks were jealous and showed mean 
dispositions! How was Abraham to set- 
tle these troubles? As you read the 
stories this week, watch him, and see 
the different ways he used, (1) Your 
choice, Genesis 13:2-11. (2) Who got 
the best? Verses 12-18. (3) Rescuing a 
prisoner, 14:8-16. (4) Praying for Lot, 
18: 16-33. (5) Lot loses everything, 19: 
1-3, 12-29. (6) Family troubles, 21:8- 
20. (7) Trouble with the neighbors, 
verses 22-34. (Interest is added to a 
routine like Bible reading by such a 
little device as putting the list on a 
cutout shaped like a well curb with a 
few suggestive lines. A sheet of type- 
writer paper can make eight of them, 
just about the right size to hold the 
list and serve as a Bible bookmark. 
Pupils may add the lesson title and the 
Memory Verse on the other side.) 
Now, to see how well you remember 


* last week’s stories: how many things 


can you think of that show why Abra- 
ham was called “the Friend of God”? 
(2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8; Jas, 2:23.) He 
obeyed God (John 15:14). He believed 
what God told him. He worshiped God. 
He was willing to give God. his son. 
God told him secrets of the future. 
God gave him many blessings and 
promises. They talked together. 
Today we will see what a good friend 
Abraham was to his relative, Lot. The 
stories this week will show other brave 
ways in which he was a friend to him. 
Before we read, let us see how good 
you are at matching these words with 
their meanings. First column: (1) sub- 
stance; (2) dwell; (3) strife; (4) herd- 
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Light for the World’s Darkness 


Two Conferences on Prophecy and the Jew 


These are cataclysmic days for Israel and the world. 
The Word of God sheds light on these events. To understand 
better the times in which we live we are planning two impor- 
tant conferences. 


Cedar Lake, Indiana : - August 3-9, 1957 


Hotel and housekeeping accommodations at very mod- 
erate rates at one of the Midwest’s most beautiful, best-equipped 
Conference Grounds. 


Children’s Programs - Renowned Speakers 


Rest and Recreation 


Speakers include: Dr. Charles L. Feinberg, Director, Tal- 
bot Theological Seminary of Los Angeles, California; Bishop 
Kenneth G. Good of the Mennonite Church, from Morton, 
Illinois; Rev. Harold W. Bodine, Bible Teacher, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma; Rev. R. Paul Miller, Pastor, Grace Brethren Church, 
Goshen, Indiana; and also members of our Mission staff. 


For reservations write Manager, Conference Grounds, 
Box 87, Cedar Lake, Indiana. Mention our conference and dates. 


Summer’s End Conference on Prophecy and the Jew 
August 25 - September 1, 1957 


. This will be our 12th Annual Conference held in our 
Leopold Cohn Memorial Building, 236 W. 72nd Street, New 
York 23, New York. 


Many of the country’s best-beloved, mighty men of 
the Scriptures will speak on the Signs of the Times, the Rap- 
ture, the Second Coming, and allied subjects. These speakers 
will include: Dr. Charles L. Feinberg, Director, Talbot Theo- 
logical Seminary, Los Angeles, California; Dr. Charles H. 
Stevens, President, Piedmont Bible College, and Pastor, Salem 
Baptist Church, Winston-Salem, N.C.; Dr. Thomas G. Lawrence, 
Bible Teacher, Pastor, Calvary Temple, Hartford, Connecticut; 
Rev. Harold W. Bodine, Bible Teacher, Oklahoma City, Okla- 
homa; and Dr. Martin F. Clough, Bible Teacher, Pastor, Grace 
Baptist Church, Washington, D. C. 


SPEND YOUR VACATION WITH US 


For particulars write 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO THE JEWS, INC. 


236 W. 72nd Street Dept“6 New York 23, N. Y. 
’ 
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Summer Camps and Conferences 
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A WONDERFUL VACATION awaits you at a 


_ Beautiful Barrington.  . 35-4, 
; ae i a 


t ¢ PY aa ” ¥ » 
- « * 
Sx J8/ % a Oi Bowling on the green! A fast game 
a of tennis. Swimming, golf, boating 


a available nearby. Or try quoits or 
shuffleboard. Or lounge in a comfort- 
able chair under great shady trees. 
Visit fabulous Newport, enjoy re- 
freshing boat trips on island studded 
Narragansett Bay. 








or 
_— 









~ 


Popular evangelistic singers, group 
singing, concerts by'fine musicians. 


: The best in new, Christian motion 
FILMS pictures, dramatic colored slides. 


~ Topflight speakers and preachers 
for BIBLE bead a | oy : Senet, Gores, 
Gi’ erstner, Gould, Grounds, Higgins, 

_Mi NISTRY Lewis, Love, McDowell, Roddy, Ste- 


All New England is nearby! ‘7/ venson. 


: oY (ar i a 
_ Lexington, Concord, Boston, Rooms are spacious, beds are com- 
\Plymouth — where our nation resy {ortable, the hotel-type service 
was born. superb. Every meal: is an exciting 
adventure in good eating. 





CHOOSE any weeks between June 29 and August 23. 
Make your reservations early for the best vacation 
you'll ever spend anywhere! Write for illustrated folder. 


Dr. Howard W. Ferrin, Director 


BARRINGTON SUMMER CONFERENCE 


Primrose Hill, Barrington, Rhode Island 











. 








On this page, and on several others in this issue, you will find advertisements 


of many noteworthy summer camps and conferences located in the 
North, East, South, and West. 











Conferences centering in 
Christ result in Christ- 
centered lives. For many 
years this vital fact has 
been unmistakably and 


continuously verified in oe ae 


VICTORIOUS LIFE CONFERENCES 
at AMERICA’S KESWICK, Keswick Grove, N. J. 


Spend your vacation or a part of it at Keswick. Two beautiful lakes 
available for swimming and canoeing. Other recreation such as tennis, 
concrete shuffleboards, croquet, baseball, hiking through the pine woods, 
riding horses, etc., help to make your vacation beneficial in every respect. 
There are nine conferences beginning May 29 and running through the summer 
until September 2. 


. 7 
Write to Victorious Life Testimony, 4429 Larchwood Avenue, Philadelphia 4, 
Pa., for program showing list of conferences, speakers, rates, etc. 
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men; (5) brethren. Second column: 
(1) stay, live; (2) brothers, relatives; 
(3) property; (4) quarreling, fighting; 
(5) men taking care of cattle. (Have 
pupils draw a line from each word -to 
its meaning in the opposite column.) 

Have you studied in school about no- 
mads and how much their lives depend 
on water and pastureland? Then you 
will understand about the trouble be- 
tween Abraham and Lot. Who was Lot? 
See Genesis 12:5. As we read Genesis 
13:2-11, see if you can tell the meaning 
of each verse. There is one thing I will 
have to tell you—some words begin- 
ning with capital ietters in verse 7. 
Canaanite and Perizzite are names of 
tribes of people who lived in the land 
before Abraham came. Here is our map 
to use for the places. (If you have 
flannelgraph figures which include 
sheep, tents, altar, and well, have them 
laid out along with appropriate figures 
for Abraham, Lot, shepherds, groups 
for Canaanites and Perizzites. Pupils will 
enjoy building scenes for the verses, and 
dramatizing the action with the figures 
as far as possible. Note the reading and 
comprehension ability of individual 
pupils, the need of vocabulary exer- 
cises like the above, whether storytell- 
ing is preferable to direct Bible study 
for your group.) 

What was the prayer verse we 
learned last week? “Shew me thy ways, 
O Lord; teach me thy paths” (Psa. 25:4). 
Today’s verse is one answer to that 
prayer. God gave it to Moses to teach 
to Abraham’s family. (Read Lev. 19:1, 
2, 18be to class.) “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself” (Lev. 19:18, Mem- 
ory Verse). It is repeated several times 
in the New Testament. I also think of 
a verse we learned last quarter (Matt. 
7:12). Why don’t you try for a whole 
week this way of Abraham’s for set- 
tling quarrels, and see how it works? 
Surely it is as disgraceful for you Chris- 
tian boys and girls to be quarreling as 
it was for Abraham and Lot before the 
unbelieving Canaanites and Perizzites 
of their day. 

Orono, MAINE. 

D4 


For Primary Teachers 


IBy Helen E. Odenwelder 


BRAM loved the Lord God. And 

God loved Abram. He was known 
as the friend of God. But not always 
did Abram do that Which pleased the 
Heavenly Father. Once, when a famine 
came to his land, Abram packed up his 
family and his tent and moved to the 
land of Egypt. Now whenever God’s 
people go out of their own land, they 
are out of the place of God’s blessing. 
So it was with Abram. God had wanted 
him to stay in his own land and to 
learn how He would care for his 
needs, even @uring a famine. But 
Abram took things into his own hands 





>t? 


rill] 
in- 


ill 


ial 
r- 





Lesson for May 19 


—and, as is always the case, he got into 
trouble, 

Finally, he returned to his own land. 
He went immediately to Bethel, which 
means “the house of God.” There he 
worshiped God at the altar he had built 
some years before. Surely he must 
have told God how sorry he was for 
having gone out of the land and for 
having done the sinful things that he 
had done! And whenever a man or a 
woman or a boy or a girl sincerely asks 
God’s forgiveness, God gladly forgives 
that person. You should know, how- 
ever, that it is no longer necessary to 
go to a special place to pray. When- 
ever or wherever we speak to God, He 
hears us—and He answers us in His 
own way. 

You. will remember that last week 
we learned that God had commanded 
Abram to leave all of his family and 
go to the place that God had for him. 
But Abram, though he went to the place 
of God’s choosing, did not leave all of 
his family behind him. He took along 
his nephew Lot. Finally the day came 
that an argument began. It was not 
an argument between Abram and Lot. 
Instead, it was between their servants 
—the men who cared for their cattle. 
Both Abram and Lot owned much cat- 
tle. They both had many servants. 
They both needed a lot of land for their 
cattle. All about them were the natives 
of the land (the idolatrous Canaanites 
and Perizzites) who did not love the 
Lord God of Heaven. They knew, how- 
ever, that both Abram and Lot pro- 
fessed to be godly men. Imagine how 
they must have felt to hear the fightings 
that’ were going on between the serv- 
ants of these two men of God! 

So it was that Abram said to Lot, 
“Let us not have any arguments be- 
tween us or between our servants. Look 
at all the land that the Lord has given 
me. Here is what we will do, Lot. 
You decide what part of the land you 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 363) 


1. Three (Gen, 18:2). 

.2. The context suggests the Lord (vs. 
13, 22) and two angels (v. 22; 19:1). 

3. His purpose to destroy Sodom and 
Gomorrah, 

4. The cry of sin. 

5. “The Judge of all the earth” (18: 
25). 

6. That the righteous perish not with 
the wicked (18:23, 25). 

7. Boldness (18:23-25) and humility 
(vs. 27, 30). 

8. Fifty (18:24); ten (v. 32). 

9. The northern end and the southern 
end of the Dead Sea. 

10. He delivered Lot (19:29). 

ELMuursT, ILL, 
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1957 Summer Bible 
and Missionary Conferences 


Arlington, Tex. . June 21-30 

Suncrest, Pa. ° June 21-30 

Delta Lake, Rome, N. Y. June 27-July 7 
Lo-Ma-Co Camp, ‘Hendersonville, N 

, 28-july 5 


Camp Mohsen, Attleboro, Mass. . June 29-July 7 
Mill City, P. ° ° , July 5-14 
Alliance Redwoods, Camp Meeker, Calif., July 3-12 





Ashland, Neb. July 7-12 
icine Lake, Minneapolis, Mino. July 8-14 
a Falls, July 8-14 
i July 11-21 
Glen a Rosseau, Ont., “Canada 

July t-Ace 23 
Maha _- ° e . . July 19-28 
Beulah each, Ohio . - _ July 20-Aug. 4 

Whitewood Beach Gone, Langford Park, 
Alta.,Canada . July 22-98 
Pinecrest Camp, Ozone, Ark. July 26 to Aug. 4 
Old amma “4 Maine . July yey 4 
Edinboro, P. ‘ Aug. 2-11 
Summit com. New Freedom, Pa. ‘ Aug. 2-11 
Arnolds Park, lowa =. ° ° Aug. 2-11 
Des Plaines,  ; ‘ ° ° . Aug. 11-18 
Springtown, Pa. . ° Aug. 23-Sept. 2 


For further information write 


The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
260 West 44th Street, Dept. S, New York 36, N. Y. 




















GROW.IN GRACE 3°": 


small, unique Bible conference in the Great Smoky 
Mountains. Widely used speakers and edifying 
music. Write for folder to 


Mrs. Fred Shuler, Office Secretary 
Great Smoky Mountains Bible Conference 
Bryson City, N. C. 














Select the best for your child. 
Bethany Camp at beautiful Winona Lake, Ind. 


Christian program. One counselor for every eight 

campers. Counselors trained at the Winona Lake 

School of Theology. Speedboat riding, swimming, 
boating, hiking. Inexpensive. Dates: July 14 to 27. 
Ages 8 through 18. Write to 

FRANKLIN HENKEL, Bethany Camp, Winona Lake, 

Indiana, for a free camp folder. 











CHILDREN’S BIBLE CAMP 
Mt. Lou-San, R.F.D. 2 
HARRISBURG, PA. 

Development of Christian character a prayed-for 
specialty. Pastor J. Howard Burtner, Director. 
Write at once to REV. WM. HAKEN 
401—S. 17th St., Harrisburg, Pa., or call CE 2-9201. 
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Quarryville Bible Conference 


Family Conference Aug. 27-Sept. 2 
Rev. F. S. Dyrness, Executive Director 
Quarryville, Pa. 
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Girls’ Camp a - July 13-20 
) Boys’ Camp : : - July 20-27 , 
» ( 
» ( 
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LE TOURNEAU 
CHRISTIAN 
CAMP 


Famous for fine food, fociinies, features, 


fun, ae fair fees . + Hnperentiog ee 
Instructive . . . Inspiring . . . Pleasant .. . 
Practical . : Profitable . . . Write: Box 48. 


| CANANDAIGUA, N.Y. 
HAROLD J. SEELEY, Direstor 


























Route 4, Asheville, N. C. (after June 1). 


week end. 


Columbia Bible College. 





Allen Fleece, Missionary Speakers. 


McAfee, Dr. G. Allen Fleece, Missionary Speak@®> 


BEN LIPPEN CONFERENCE 


In the LAND of the SKY 


BIBLE CONFERENCE blessings in the refreshing mountain climate of western North Carolina can be yours at Ben 
Lippen. For reservations write Columbia Bible College, Columbia, § C. (before June 1); Ben Lippen Conference, 


JUNE 15-22--YOUTH CONFERENCE. Rev. Frank H. Sells, Rev. F. Brooks Sanders, Mr. Al Martin, Rev. Charles J. Wenzel 
JUNE 22-AUGUST 38—-GUEST PERIOD. Devotional periods are conducted cach day and Bible conference meetings each 


JULY 1-18--SUMMER SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE. Systematic courses in Bible taught by members of the faculty of 
AUGUST 3-12——BIBLE AND CHRISTIAN LIFE CONFERENCE! Rev. J. Howard Burtner, Rev. Frank H. Sells, Dr. G. 
AUGUST 12-17--MINISTERS' AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS’ CONFERENCE. Rev. Elmer V. Thompson, Rev. Raymond 


McAfee, Rev. James M. Hatch, Dr. G. Allen Fleece. 
AUGUST 17-26—BIBLE AND CHRISTIAN LIFE CONFERENCE, Rev. L. E. Maxwell, Rev. Philip R. Newell, Rev. Raymond 


Ministers and wives half price for any one conference 





- - Asheville, North Carolina 











This summer’s speakers include: Ralph 
George Mundell, William McCarrell, 


Stewart, and others. 


ROBERT W. LANCASTER 





NORTH MOUNTAIN BIBLE CONFERENCE 
Red Rock, Pennsylvania (near Wilkes-Barre) 
July 1 through August 18 
. “Located in the beautiful, pine-scented forests of Eastern Pennsylvania’? 
Neighbour, Francis Steele, Kenneth Wuest, 


Clarence Didden, Walter Hughes, Herman 
Hoyt, Paul Bauman, Homer Hammontree, Pauls«Beckwith, Thomas Lawrence, Alex 


You will enjoy the beautiful scenery, warm Christian'fellowship, family atmosphere, 
comfortable accommodations, abundance of delicious, well-balanced, well-served 
food, varied recreational program, wonderful meetings, etc. 

For free illustrated folder, write: 


Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 
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| Fail cs : 
DOUBLE PURPOSE 
Inspiration & Recreation 


at beautiful Stony Brook, Long Island 


Enjéy Christion fellowship os well as good food 
ond sports of oll kinds. Comfortable rooms. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S CONFERENCE 
July 20—27, 1957 
waa 
$25.00 plus 52.00 Registration 








July 27—Aug. 3, 1957 
For all the fomily. 
Speokers — Dr. J. Allen Bloir 
Dr. Clarence S. Roddy 
Dr. Bob. Pierce 
Music — The Musical Places 
Rotes — $26.00—$40.00 plus $2.00 
For complete details write to 
Mr. James E. Hill, Dept. S 


STONY BROOK CONFERENCES 












STONY BROOK, LONG ISLAND, N.'Y. 





-—God’s Word Works Wonders!— 


—42,234 children have already experienced 
the thrills and blessings of CBM Camps. 

—4,200 have memorized 300 Bible verses for 
camp this summer. 

WILL YOU help send one or more at $10 each? 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 


P.O. Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 
ee’ Win a Child and You Win a Life! “—_—_ 





want. Take whatever you need for 
yourself and your cattle and your serv- 
ants. Whatever you do not take, I will 
take. Then you can go your way and 
I will go mine, and we will not need 
to argue any more.” Abram trusted 
God, you see. He knew that if he were 
generous and godlike, God would bless 
him. He knew he must not be selfish. 


Lot looked over the land. He saw 
that only part of it had a good supply 
of water. That, he knew, would be good 
for his cattle. Part of the land included 
the wicked, sinful city of Sodom. That 
looked good to Nephew Lot. Poor, poor 
Lot! Instead of letting his uncle have 
first choice (as he should have done); 
instead of showing his gratitude to his 
uncle for the many nice things he had 
done for him; instead of turning to God 
to ask His guidance in making his de- 
cision—Lot thought only of himself and 
of how he could make a lot of money. 
So he made his choice—a dreadfully 
wrong choice. 

After Lot and Abram had separated, 


_God again told Abram of special bless- 


ings that He would give him. And the 

lessings that God began to shower 
upon Abram after his complete obe- 
dience have continued on and on until 
this very day. God keeps right on 
blessing those who love and serve and 
obey Him. 

Teacher’s Note: In case you do not 
have a Pilgrim edition of the Bible— 
though it should be in every teacher's 
library—we must quote part of a com- 
ment given on page 22: “Note the 
seven steps by which the world drew 
him away from God: (1) In vs. 10 he 
looked with desire at the sinful pleas- 
ure and success of this world, for that 











MONTROSE BIBLE CONFERENCE - 





te ameter abe 





Come to the cool, mye Blue Ridge Mountains for a Christian vacation you wish would 
e northeastern part of Penns paevente, eight miles off the 





never end. din 


famous Lackawanna Trail, 45 miles north of Scranton, Pa., and 2 
ton, N. Y., is easily accessible by train, bus, or automobile. 


SPEAKERS INCLUDE 
Rev. Richard L. Robinson Dr. Carl Armerdin Dr. William Mierop 
Dr. Henry Grube Dr. Harold S. Lai Rev. Roy Gustafson 
Dr. Werren Filkia ’ Dr. William Ward ‘wand Dr. J. Edwin Hartill 
Dr. Theodore Epp Dr. David D. Alle: Dr. Lehman Strauss 


Dr. Homer Hammontree 
Spirit-filled messages. 


Montrose Bible Conference - - 


Dr. William Allen 1 Dean 
Comfortable accommodations. 
Write for illustrated folder to: W. Dougies Roe, Executive Secretary 


of North 


June 30. through 
September 2 


miles south of Bingham- 


Dr. Howard Sugden 
Delicious food. Wholesome recreation. 


Montrose, Susq. Co., Pa. 
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is what Sodom and Gomorrah repre- 
sented. (2) In vs. 11 he chose it. (3) 
In vs. 12 he dwelt near it. (4) In chap- 
ter 19:1 he sat in the gate, which means 
that he had accepted the office of judge in 
the city. (5) He settled down and built 
a house (19:2). (6) He so neglected to 
walk with God that even his family had 
no respect for him (19:14). (7) He 
would not even trust God to keep him 
after He had saved him (19:19).” 


LANCASTER, PA, 
4 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


God’s Strange Work.—Arise, O God, 
judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit 
all nations (Psa. 82:8, Golden Text). 
Though God delights in mercy, He must 
resort to His “strange work”—judgment. 


O Lord, we long to see Thy hand 
Stretched forth in mighty conqu’ring 
power— 
Subduing sin in every land, 
Thus, bringing earth's deliv’ring hour. 
Man lifts his bold defiant head— 
Blasphemes Thy great and holy name. 
In Satan’s pathway he doth tread, 
And glories in his sin and shame. 


O Lord, we ask not for Thy power 
To strike a world of culprits down, 
But Thou wilt not until that hour 
Receive Thy Kingdom and Thy crown. 
The world must learn that right is right, 
That sin cannot forever reign. 
God shall with conqu’ring vengeance 
smite, 
And purge creation of its stain. 


Then, sinner, turn while mercy calls— 
While grace holds out her hands to 
thee. 


When God's o’erwhelming judgment falls 
‘Twill be too late from wrath to flee. 


Bow in contrition at His feet, 

And take by faith His blessed Son, 
And thou shalt by His grace be meet 
To share His bliss when life is done. 
—From C. C. Crowston, ini’ Gospel Her- 
ald. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 

Otego, N. Y. 


If She Could Only Take His Place. 
—But Abraham stood yet before the 
Lord (Gen. 18:22). At a meeting I asked 
all those who wished to be prayed for 
to come forward and kneel or take 
seats in front. Among those who came 
was a woman. I thought by her looks 
that she must be a Christian, but she 
knelt down with the others. I said, 
“You are a Christian, are you not?” 
She said s..e had been one for many 
years. “Did you understand the invi- 
tation? I asked those only who wanted 
to become Christians.” I shall never 
forget the iook on her face as she re- 
plied, “I have a son who has gone far 
away; I thought I would take his place 
today and see if God would not bless 
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him.”—From D. L. Moody. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Pleading God’s Promises.—Wilt thou 
destroy the righteous with the wicked? 

. That be far from thee . . . that the 
righteous should be as the wicked... 
Shall not the Judge of ali the earth do 
right? (Gen. 18:23, 25.) I can imagine 
that God Himself smiled secretly with 
pleasure at Abraham’s argument that 
God must do right. The right kind of 
prayer comes to God on the basis of 
His promises, and insists on God's meet- 
ing His obligations. George Miiller, 
the man of prayer in Bristol, England, 
who got daily food and provision of all 
kinds for some 2,300 orphans, besides 
running schools and supporting mis- 
sionaries, and all in answer to prayer 
without ever taking a collection, regu- 
larly argued with God. Again and 
again he would remind God that His 
reputation was at stake; that he, Miiller, 
had everywhere told people that God 
would keep His promises. He reminded 
God that He Himself had promised to 
be “a father of the fatherless.” Miller 
argued with God that if he, a sinful 
man, had tender pity on the orphans 
and wanted them not to miss a meal, 
how unthinkable it would be that God 
should allow them to go hungry when 
there was no one else to provide! And 
God was pleased with that kind of argu- 
ment and provided so that never did 
children miss a meal, and never was 
His believing servant left in shame.— 
From Sword of the Lord. Sent by B. 
M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Relying on the King’s Integrity.— 
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right? (Gen. 18:25.) A skillful surgeon 
undertook the responsibility of per- 
forming a serious operation on the eyes 
of an Eastern monarch. The operation 
proved highly successful. After the 
King’s recovery the problem of present- 
ing the account puzzled the doctor, for 
he was dubious as to what figure would 
correctly estimate the value of the re- 
suit achieved; as in Eastern countries 
it is a serious wrong to charge the king 
more or less than the actual value. 
Taking a blank billhead, the doctor 
wrote across it, “The King can do no 
wrong,” and respectfully submitted it 
to the monarch. His answer was a 
letter enclosing a sum far beyond his 
highest hopes. When we know not 
what to pray for, let us leave it to our 
Heavenly King who doeth all things 
well_—From the Christian Herald, Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. Prize illustration. 


Chiang Kai-shek’s Prayer.—And Abra- 
ham answered and said, Behold now, I 
have taken upon me to speak unto the 
Lord, which am but dust and ashes 
(Gen. 18:27). A Canadian stationed at 
Chungking accepted an invitation to an 
evening meal with Generalissimo and 
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ONTARIO BIBLE CONFERENCE 
(East of Oswego, N. Y.—six miles) 
SPEAKERS: Telford, Mierop, Walter Wilson, 
Gen. Harrison, Roy Gustafson, George Cole, 

Wm. Ward Ayer, Les Black. 
Dates: July 6—Labor Day 
Write: Gillis Partin, 72 North Fulton, Auburn, N. Y. 
Family Conference , or Family Vacations! 

















TRI-STATE BIBLE CONFERENCE 


R.R. 1, PORT JERVIS, N. Y. 
“Enioy the atmosphere of Heaven, in 1957” 
SPIRITUAL—"“Holding forth the Word of Life.” 
se eae i fg pe opportunities. 
T—Peaceful. Quiet surroundings. 
POOD—Fanily style, abundant. 


Send for your folder for ’57 











Pinnacle Camps 
R.D. Voorheesville, N.Y. 
18 miles southwest of Albany, New York, in 


Helderberg Mountains. Over 500 acres, good 
bridle paths, breath-taking view. 


General Bible Conference 
All Adults—June 22 to August 26, 1957 
$24 to $40 a week plus $3.50 Registration & Ins. fee 
2-room cottages for families Nursery Program 
Rancho Pinnacle 
Teen-age Camp in the setting of the Old West 
July 13 to August 24, 1957 
$21 a week plus $2.50 Registration & Ins. fee 
Pinnacle Pines and Pinnacle-on-Range 
Girls 7-12 Boys 7-12 
June 22 to August 24, 1957 
$19 a week plus $2.50 Registration & Ins. fee 























For real campifig and rustic living, choose: 


FERNWOOD CHRISTIAN CAMP 


In the foothills of Western Pennsylvania 


Interdenominational, evangelical. Horseback riding, 
all sports. Inspected and approved by American 
Camping Association. Personalized _—- One 
counselor to eight campers. Ages 8-18. elve days, 
only $21. myo enrollment. Open ss s—Au 
5-16, August 16-2 Write M. F. Henkel, Sewick — 
Pa., for ibanetien. 


gree Sure, ||: 


Camp 


BIBLE CONFERENCE 
Pim Rares.) 

















A Quiet, Secluded, Northwoods 
Retreat in Michigan's Beautiful 
Upper Peninsula on the Shores 
of Lake Superior. 


cop gap 


f A Christ-centered Program—Good Speakers, 
Christian Fellowship in Family-like Atmos- 
phere—Comfortable Accommodations. 


Children’s Camp—July 7-20 
Family Camp—July 21-Aug. 23 


Write for program to: 
Rev. John J. Rader 
Eagle River, Michigan 
























Come! Enjoy! Blessed Fellowship at 


New England Keswick, Inc. 


A BIBLE CONFERENCE 
In the Heart of the Beautiful Berkshire Hills 
MONTEREY, MASS. 


JUNE 17 TO SEPTEMBER § 


Pastors Conference—June 17 to June 20 
Free to pastors and wives, except registration fee $2.00 
Camp for Girls—June 23 to July 13 
Camp for Boys—July 14 to August 3 
Careful supervision and a well-planned schedule 
for the boys and girls. Rates: one week $18.00; 
two weeks $35.00; three weeks $50.00. 
Also accommodations reserved for adults. 
General Conference— August 4 to September 9 
pine rey chosen conference and missionary 
akers. Men of God with a message for our day. 
plendid accommodations; Excellent meals. 
Eaole time for rest and relaxation. 
For particulars write 


R. J.“Pop” Courtney, Pres., Monterey, Mass, 











GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 





CONFERENCE 
Winona Lake, Tud. 


JULY 28-AUG. 4 


FEATURING 
Henrietta C. Mears 
Esther: A. Ellinghusen 
Ethel Barrett 
Eleanor Doan 
Clyde M. Narramore 
W. Warren Filkin 
William T. Greig, Jr. 
Cyrus N. Nelson 


ALSO a conference at 
Forest Home, California 


FOR DETAILS WRITE 








with these distinctives: 





e 
@ 28th Season Mature Staff 


Balanced Program 


Woodsmanship Real Camping 
© For information, write Dept. S 
W. BRAM REED, Director 

glRoom S07-S 156 FIFTH AVE., N.Y. 10,N.Y, 
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Madame Chiang Kai-shek. As the vis- 
itor prepared to leave, the general in- 
vited him to join in a season of prayer. 
The Canadian reported: “I never ex- 
pect to hear such a prayer again in all 
my life. The General began with a 
simple expression of thanks for their 
personal safety. Then he added thanks 
for the courage of the nation under fire. 
Then he prayed for strength for the 
men.in the field and along the firing 
lines; he prayed for strength for him- 


FROM TIMES SQUARE, W.Y. 


WORD 
OF LIFE 


with 
Jack WYRTZEN 


-America’s only 
Coast to Coast 






EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT 
EAST . » 7:30 PLM. 





Youth Broadcast ENTRA M 
now on . State self. But the most amazing thing in his 
MOUNTAIN . 7:00 P.M. : l that God ld hel 
MUTUAL PACIFIC 7:00 P.M prayer was a plea } a oa wou eip 
RADIO Nofe Picken 7 Paley him and help China not to hate the 
NETWORK , — Japanese people. He prayed for the 


ot different times sie 
Japanese Christians, and all the suffer- 


Write for radio log 
ing multitudes of Japan whose impov- 


WORD OF LIFE, Box 511, New York 8, N.Y. 














_ “EVANGELIZE CHINA” FELLOWSHIP, INC. 


An interdenominational Christian organization, working in the Far 
East and Southeast Asia. Founded in 1947 by Dr. Andrew Gih, it 
_} maintains a Bible school, a Christian high school, Bible college, 
i churches, and orphanages. 
| Your prayers and support are needed especially now for the task of 
helping some of the hundreds of thousands of Chinese orphans who are 
| roaming the streets, without homes, without adequate clothing, and 
without the Gospel. 


U. S. HEADQUARTERS 















P.O. BOX 550 T 
LOS ANGELES 53, CALIF, 
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erishment was making the war on China 
possible."—From the Religious Tele- 
scope. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


Links for God’s Power.—God .. . sent 
Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, 
when he overthrew the cities . 
(Gen. 19:29). You remember what 
happened when the Brooklyn Bridge 
was built. There was a place where a 
pier was to be sunk where a wreck 
had lodged in the sand. The engineer 
tried, but failed to remove the wreck. 
A second engineer asked for a trial 
and was given permission to see what 
he could do. He took a number of floats 
that had been used to bring materials, 
and at low tide he fastened these empty 
floats to the wreck. As the tides came 
in, the floats were lifted and the wreck 
was lifted with them, removed, and the 
bridge was built. Shall we not fasten 
ourselves to our friends with friend- 
ship and prayer for the incoming of His 
power?—From Christian Workers Mag- 
azine. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Azxtell, 
Kans. 


A Lesson in Prayer.—And he said, 
Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I 
will speak yet but this once: Peradven- 
ture ten shall be found there. And he 
said, I will not destroy it for ten’s sake 
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BIBLI 











A thorough knowledge of the Bible is essen- 
tial to effective Christian service. We cannot 
tell others what we do not know ourselves. 
We cannot inspire others by our faith if we 


why they believe it. 





TRAINING is BASIC training tor every 


Dr. William A. Mierop, President 
PRILADELPHTA BIBLE INSTITUTE 


N Dept. $, 1800 Arch Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


' 
vocation 


You Can Get the BIBLE TRAINING 


You Need — 


Philadelphia Bible Institute offers 3 BIBLE 
TRAINING plans tailored to your indi- 
vidual needs. One of them will meet your 


are not sure of the foundations of that faith. requirements. ove Eafe 

In this age of confusion and uncertainty, Bee the Bible in Philadelphia Bible 
stitute — 

Christians must know what they believe and * Day School © Evening School 


© Correspondence School 
Dr. C. E. Mason, Jr., Deas 
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(Gen, 18:32). _Dr. Wilbur Chapman 
wrote to a friend: “I have learned 
some great lessons concerning prayer. 
At one of our missions in England the 
audience was exceedingly small. But 
I received a note saying that an Amer- 
ican missionary . .. was going to pray 
God’s blessing upon our work. He was 
known as Praying Hyde. Almost in- 
stantly the tide turned. The hall be- 
came packed, and at my first invitation 
fifty men accepted Christ as their Sav- 
iour. As we were leaving I said, ‘Mr. 
Hyde, I want you to pray for me.’ He 
came to my room, turned the key in 
the door, and dropped on his knees, 
and waited five minutes without a sin- 
gle syllable coming from his lips. I 
could hear my own heart thumping, and 
his heart beating. I felt the hot tears 
running down my face. I knew I was 
with God. Then, with upturned face, 
down which the tears were streaming, 
he said, ‘O God!’ Then for five minutes 
at least he was still again; and then, 
when he knew that he was talking with 
God, ... there came up from the depth 
of his heart petitions for men such as 
I had never heard before. I rose from 
my knees to know what real prayer 
was, We believe that prayer is mighty 
and we believe it as we never did be- 
fore."—From the Camel’s Nose. Sent 
by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Children at Home 


1. Kee Bahi Finds the Good 
Shepherd’ 


EE BAHI sat before the fire at his 
hogan home watching the sparks 
shoot upward and thinking many 
strange thoughts. His uncle had visited 
them that day and talked to them 
about the one true God. Kee Bahi won- 
dered about it all. If what his uncle 
said was true, then he wanted to know 
this God, too. But was it true? Maybe 
his uncle was wrong and this God was 
only for white people; maybe his grand- 
father was right when he said angrily, 
“We are Navajos; we have our own 
gods; we don’t need the white man’s 
God.” Little Kee finally fell asleep on 
his sheepskin before the fire, his mind 
still puzzled about all he had heard. 
Before many days had passed, his 
uncle came to visit again. All the chil- 
dren in the camp pricked up their ears 
as they heard him talking to Grand- 
father about something called Shepherd 





tThis story of a Navajo Indian boy 
has been published in the literature of the 
Navajo Gospel Mission, Inc., and is | re- 
printed by permission. 
independent work founded in 1930 by Ber- 
lyn and Edith Stokely on the Navajo In- 
dian Reservation. It is supported by vol- 
untary contributions and may be addressed 
at Oraibi, Ariz. 
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Camp that the missionaries were hav- 
ing for Navajo children—lots of good 
food to eat for ten whole days, clean 
clothes to wear, time to play with other 
children, and then lessons about this 
one true God that his uncle talked so 
much about. How glad Kee was when 
he heard Grandfather say - reluctantly: 
“Yes, it is all right, Kee and John can 
go. At least they will get good food to 
eat for ten days and food is scarce this 
summer.” 

Kee and John waited eagerly for the 
truck from the Mission to appear next 
morning. They were looking forward 
to this time at camp with joy but also 
with many fears. They had never be- 
fore been away from home longer than 
a few hours at a time, and this would be 
ten whole days. As Kee got on the big 
Mission truck with the other boys from 
all over the area, he was almost over- 
come with a desire to jump off again 
and stay home. 

The boys watched wide-eyed as the 
truck brought them closer to camp. This 
was not desert land like they had al- 
ways known; here were green fields and 
many trees. Kee wondered what it 
would feel like to be able to lie right 
down in that pretty, green grass that 
looked so soft. My, how he would like 
to be able to bring his flock of sheep 
here to eat! 

The boys were quickly organized 
when they reached camp and assigned 
to cabins. Kee was relieved to see that 
he would be living in the same cabin 
with John and his cousins, Then the 
boys were lined up and they all sat 
down to eat. My, what a lot of food! 
And the missionaries said they could eat 
as much as they wanted. Kee ate and 
ate until he couldn’t stuff in another 
bite. 

Later the boys gathered around the 


.salvation, 
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Christian Fellowship 
Cruise to Hawaii 





There is so much interest in Hawaii 
that our Christian Fellowship Vacation 
Parties to the ‘Islands of Paradise” in 


the Pacific will be continued. In the 
autumn of 1956, our first tour to 
Hawaii was offered to the “alumni” of 
Christian Fellowship Alaskan trips. 
The enrollment far exceeded all ex- 
pectations and everyone enjoyed a 
marvelous time, a8 these typical com- 
ments suggest: 


“Every minute of the trip was 


a joy. 

“a shall treasure memories of 
Hawaii the rest. of my life.” 

“It was a most wonderful 
trip.” 

“I do not know how this trip 
can be improved upon.” 

“A perfectly delightful va- 
cation.” 

*T never saw a trip so smoothly 
operated.” 


Our Christian Fellowship tour to 
Hawaii in 1957 will be held between 
the dates of October 7 and November 1. 
You are invited to go with us. First, 
may we send you our illustrated folder 
“‘Hawaii’’? hen, after reading the 
story of our trip, we will be most happy 
to answer all questions, and will be 
particularly pleased to have your com- 
pany on the trip, if you can arrange to 
go. 

Headquarters of the Christian Fel- 
lowship vacation party in the Islands 
will be the “Palm Embowered City” of 
Honolulu, from which comprehensive 
trips will be made about the islands of 
Oahu, Kauai, and Hawaii. As special 

uests, you will be welcomed to the 

nest hotels, restaurants, resorts, and 
gardens, and to the entertainment of a 
hospitable, warm-hearted people, in an 
exotic, colorful, charming part of 
America that you are bound to enjoy 
to the utmost. 


May we send to you our free, illus- 
trated leaflet ‘Hawaii’? For your copy, 

lease address The Sunday School 

imes, 325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, the Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of The Sun- 
day School Times, who accompanied 
the tour to Hawaii last year, will again 
be with the tour as will Mrs. Jaeger. 


Travel arrangements made for The 
Sunday School Times by The North- 
ern Pacific Railway. 


‘ enemy, Satan. 
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campfire and the missionaries talked to 
them about God. His uncle interpreted 
all that was said into Navajo so that 
they could all understand. Again Kee 
Bahi found himself wondering about 
this one true God that the missionary 
was talking about. 


The days went by very fast and little 
Kee enjoyed camp life immensely. He 
was always in the middle of every game, 
and his happy laugh caused all who 
heard it to smile many times a day. 


Each . day as the missionary talked 
more about God and in every class, Kee 
listened carefully so that he would not 
miss anything. They talked about 
God’s Son, Jesus, and how much He 
loved all people, not just white people. 
They said this Jesus was the True Way 
to Heaven; that God’s Word was truth 
and that Jesus would give all who be- 
lieved in Him eternal life in Heaven. 
Then one day the missionary talked 
about Jesus, saying that He was like a 
good shepherd to all who belonged to 
Him—He took care of them and loved 
them, and protected them from their 
He loved them so much 
that He had given His own life for them 
so that they could be saved. 


At last little Kee understood what the 
missionary was talking about, and his 
face lit up with the light of understand- 
ing. He knew about sheep and shep- 
herds because he took care of his fam- 
ily’s sheep at home. He knew how he 
loved his sheep and watched them very 
carefully so that no coyotes would get 
them, and. Jesus had loved him so much 
that He had given His life for him. His 
mind was made up: he wanted to be- 
long to this Jesus no matter what 
Grandfather said. 


(To be continued) 


Will Jews Get a Second Chance? 


(Continued from second page) 


in unbelief and later in repentance and 
faith. For example: “I will heal their 
backsliding, I will love them freely: 
for mine anger is turned away from him. 
I will be as the dew unto Israel: he 
shall grow as the lily, and cast forth 
his roots as Lebanon. His branches 
shall spread, and his beauty shall be 
as the olive tree, and his smell as Leba- 
non. They that dwell under his shadow 
shall return; they shall revive as the 
corn, and grow as the vine: the scent 
thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon” 
(Hos, 14:4-7); “And I will pour upon 
the house of David, and upon the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of 
grace and of supplications: and they 
shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for him, 
as one mourneth for his only son, and 
shall be in bitterness for him, as one 
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that is in bitterness for his firstborn” 
(Zech. 12:10). The Apostle Paul’s great 
dissertation on God’s gracious dealings 
with the Jews is found in Romans 9 to 
11. In conclusion, he says: ““And so 
all Israel shall be saved: as it is writ- 
ten, There shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shal] turn away ungodli- 
ness from Jacob: for this is my covenant 
unto them, when I shall take away their 
sins” (11:26, 27). 

These prophecies apply to the nation 
of Israel in this life. .We have lived to 
see the renewal of the nation in their 
own land (May, 1948), and it is gener- 
ally believed by many Bible teachers 
that after the rapture of the Church, 


at, Christ’s second coming, thousands 


of Jews will recognize Christ as their 
Messiah and believe in Him as their 
Saviour, 

ye 


Calvary in Hebrew Ritual 
(Continued from second page) 


mit themselves to Christ as their Sav- 
iour, are justified. They find the for- 
giveness of sins God has provided at 
Calvary. 

In the Telugu country in India some 
years ago a missionary was explaining 
the way of salvation to an adult Hindu 
in the presence of several young lads. 
After the interview with the adult had 
concluded, one of the lads said he 
wished to be born again into the family 
of God. The story of the sufferings and 
death of Christ was told the lad and 
then he was shown a picture of .the 
cross and its Sufferer as an artist had 
conceived it. Moved at what he had 
heard and was now seeing, the boy sud- 
denly said, “I must pray at once,” and 
there and then he bowed: his head to 
the ground and told the Lord Jesus he 
desired to belong to Him. One by one, 
as they came to mind, the lad confessed 
his sins and asked for cleansing. Then 
he sat up, face alight, and exclaimed, 
“Oh, what peace! What joy!” Then, 
after a brief silence, “I am so happy. 
I belong to Jesus.” So was there re- 
joicing on earth and in Heaven over 
one sinner who had repented and found 
new life in Christ. And it was the 
saving message of the cross believed 
and the Saviour Himself received that 
made God’s salvation for sinners the 
personal possession of ‘that boy. 

Do you believe the message? 
you received the Saviour? 


Have 


My faith would lay her hand 
On that dear head of Thine, 

While like a penitent I stand 
And there confess my sin. 


Believing, we rejoice 
To see the curse remove; 
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice, 
And sing His bleeding love. 
—Isaac Watts. 


(To be concluded) 
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A Request for 
Books and Periodicals 


ROM India comes a request for re- 

ligious books and periodicals to be 
placed in the Scripture Research Insti- 
tute’s Library. It comes from the 
founder-director of the Institute, Mr. 
Shakespeare M. Edwards, who is an ap- 
preciative reader of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times. He asks for religious books par- 
ticularly dealing with Bible studies, 
and commentaries which will assist the 
members in the research work. Sun- 
day school supplies will also be useful. 
They need not be new but should be 
in good condition. New books are also 
acceptable if they are presented to the 
S.R.I. Library with the name of the 
contributor as a memorial. A year’s 
subscription to any of the religious pe- 
riodicals will be greatly appreciated. 

Packages should NOT be sent to THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times, but directly to 
Mr. S. M. Edwards, director, Scripture 
Research Institute, P. O. Box 1302, St. 
Thomas’ Mount, Madras 16, South India. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, May 19 


My Community: A Mission Field 
(Matt. 28:18-20; 25:34-40) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OES it startle you to hear the com- 

munity in which your church is 
located referred to as “a mission field”? 
If so, you should read, in connection 
with the first Scripture portion selected 
for this week’s topic, verses 4 to 8 of 
Acts 1. Notice particularly that whereas 
the disciples were commissioned by the 
Lord Jesus to go to “all nations” (Matt. 
28:19), they were also told to begin in 
Jerusalem where they were; and then 
to go into Judea, the land surrounding 
Jerusalem; then into Samaria, their next- 
door neighbor; and finally into the 
uttermost parts of the earth. This is 
the normal progress for any evangelistic 
effort. It should begin at home. If it 
does not do so, it will not get very far 
afield or continue for very long. 


4 


Notice also that, when the disciples 
were sent forth after the Lord’s resur- 
rection to witness for Him, they were 
told to wait until the Holy Ghost should 
come upon them-(Acts 1:8). The Lord 
told them that “all power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore” (Matt. 28:18, 19). But they 
were not to start out until they had 
received that power, which was to be 
transmitted by the sending of the Holy 
Ghost. That event occurred at Pente- 
cost when the Holy Spirit came upon al] 
those who were believers and who were 
gathered in the upper room. We do 
not have to tarry today, awaiting the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, for He comes 
into the heart of each individual the 
moment that one accepts the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour. However, the truth 
that we need to see clearly today is 
that the power for any evangelistic or 
missionary effort must come down from 
above. It cannot be worked up, and 
it cannot be had by those who have 
never accepted Christ as Saviour, and 
who are, therefore, not filled with His 
Spirit. 

se 

One of the first steps, therefore, in 
considering what your young people’s 
group can do in witnessing for Christ 
in your community is to go to Him for 
instructions as to what He would have 
you do and how He would have you 
do it, and to ask Him to empower you 
for the work that He wants done. Be- 
gin any effort, therefore, in your com- 
munity with a series of prayer times 
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so that God may prepare your hearts 
for the work that is ahead, 


ve 

Next, you will want to prepare your 
members in the best ways of reaching 
and witnessing to the people in your 
community. Consult with your pastor 
as to the possibility of having a Chris- 
tian workers’ training class for your 
group, conducted by someone who. has 
had experience in personal work. En- 
courage all your members to attend 
such a class and to learn how best to 
approach the people that are found in 
your community. 


You will -find it very worth while 
to have accurate information concern- 
ing those in your community that are 
not attending any church, and about 
how many of these are young people. 
If a survey has not been made recently, 
consult with your pastor or your official 
board as to the possibility of your group 
making such a survey, and then learn 
how this may be accomplished in the 
best way. 

p- 

Many young people’s groups have 
found that a series of open-air meetings 
on Saturday evenings or some other 
weekday evening on a busy street cor- 
ner in your community is most worth 
while. Here a Gospel message can be 
given, testimonies from members of 
your group can be planned, and Chris- 
tian hymns may be sung. 

+4 

Some young people’s groups set aside 
a regular night on which they distribute 
tracts about their community. These 
are not scattered haphazard, but are 
handed out personally along the street, 
and this often gives opportunity for a 
quiet word of Christian testimony. 
The American Tract Society, a non- 
profit organization, of 513 West 166th 
Street, New York 32, and Good News 
Publishers, 411 South Wells Street, 
Chicago 7, publish many excellent 
tracts for such distribution and they 
will be glad to give you information 
concerning the tracts that they have 
available and their cost,’ if you will 
write them. 

ve 


A team from your group can offer to 
help out in the Christian services con- 
ducted in any rescue missions or prisons 
in your community, and this will afford 
real opportunities in preaching and 
singing the Gospel and giving a word of 
testimony. 

% 

Consider the possibility of having all 
your young people’s meetings, through 
the summer months, in the open air on 
your church lawn, or at some other 
nearby spot, and thus reach some in 
your community who might not other- 
wise be persuaded to enter your church. 





If you really mean business and are 
willing to be used, and will ask God 
to direct you, He will give you many 
opportunities for true missionary work 
in your community, 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 13 to 19 
Mon., May 13.—Gen. 13:2-9. 
A Man of Peace. 
PRAYER SucGceEsTions: “Let there be no 
strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, 
and between my herdmen and thy herd- 
men; for we be brethren.” God’s grace 
in our hearts and His wisdom in our 
heads are great necessities for our be- 
‘ing peacemakers. Love, cultivate, and 
sacrifice for peace, and you will have 
much of it. Advantages and blessedness 
to promoters of peace are great. Our 
Lord says, “They shall be called the 
children of God.” So then “as much as 
lieth in you, live peaceably with all 
men” (Rom. 12:18). Pray that the peace 
of God may rule in your heart in thank- 
fulness. 
Tues., May 14.—Gen. 13:10-18. 
God’s Promise to Abraham. 
PRAYER SuGcestTions: “All the land 
which thou seest, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed for ever.” God gave 
the land of Palestine to Abraham and 
reiterated this promise to Isaac, Jacob, 
and to Israel. The land has twelve 
different names, one of which is “land 
of promise” (Heb. 11:9). The inheri- 
tance is inalienable. The eyes of the 
world are now focused upon that land. 
Let all Christians remember to pray 
for Israel. “Pray for the peace of Jeru- 
salem” (Psa. 122:6). 
Wed., May 15.—Gen. 18:1-8. 
A Man of Hospitality. 
PRAYER SvuccesTions: “My Lord, if 
now I have found ‘favour in thy sight, 
pass not away, I pray thee, from thy 


servant.” Abraham was _ hospitable. 
Hospitality is a test of character. Self- 
ish people are inhospitable. Christians 


are exhorted to be “given to hospitality” 
(Rom, 12:13). Our Lord encourages 
hospitality and promises blessing (Luke 
14:13, 14). Be good to the stranger and 
the poor, and especially to your ene- 
mies (Rom. 12:20).. Pray for more of 
the spirit of Christian good will toward 
others. 
Thurs., May 16.—Gen. 18:23-33. 
A Prayer for Others. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I have taken 
upon me to speak unto the Lord, which 
am but dust and ashes.” Real inter- 
cessors (those who pray for others) are 
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humble, serious, and earnest in their 
petitions to God for needful mercies. 
Prayer for the utmost good of others 
is commanded of all believers. It is 
your obligation to pray for rulers and 
all in authority, for saints, sinners, and 
especially friends and enemies. Exam- 
ples of prayer for others are numerous 
in Scripture. Pray that others like 
yourself, standing in the need of prayer, 
may have the benefits of intercessions 
(Rev. 5:8; 8:3). 
Fri., May 17.—Gal. 3:1-9. 
Sons of Abraham. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “They which are 
of faith, the same are the children of 
Abraham.” Abraham became a child of 
God by faith, not by works. The gift 
of the Spirit is by grace through faith, 
and not by works of righteousness. We 
become sons of Abraham on the basis 
of “a by-faith covenant.” “Now we, 
brethren, as Isaac was, are the children 
of promise .. . we are not children of 
the bondwoman, but of the free” (Gal. 
4:28, 31). “If children, then heirs; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, 
that we may be also glorified together” 
(Rom. 8:17). Pray to be “harmless, 
the sons of God, without rebuke, in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse nation, 
among whom ye shine as lights in the 
world” (Phil. 2:15). 
Sat., May 18.—Gen. 23:1-9. 
Abraham Mourns for Sarah. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Sarah died... 
and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, 
and to weep for her.” Death shadows 
all. Who has not lost a dear one? And 
death for all cannot be far away. Face 
the stern reality. If in this life only 
one has hope, one is most pitiable. 
Abraham wept, but not without hope. 
He rejoiced in the hope of a glorious 
resurrection (see Heb, 11:19). Look 
beyond the veil; see the glory of the 
resurrection morning. Soul and body 
shall meet again at the advent of Christ. 
Pray for the comfort of the Scriptures 
for the bereaved (1 Thess. 4:18), 
Sun., May 19.—Luke 11:5-13. 
The Power of Prayer. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Every one 
that asketh receiveth; and he that 
seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened.” Prayer 
is simple, yet sublime. It prevails 
with God when it is in the will of 
God and in the Holy Ghost. Its power 
lies in the ministrations of Christ 
at the throne of grace (see Rom, 8: 
31-34; Rev. 5:8; 8:3). Our prayers 
are weak and impotent of them- 
selves, but when Christ in Heaven 
takes them up and makes them His 
own, and adds His own interest and 
merit to them, “The Father hears 
Him pray, His dear anointed One: He 
cannot turn away the presence of 
His Son” (Charles Wesley). Pray 
that you may pray more. 
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